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President’s Corner
Thanksgiving is the start of the
family season! You are all part of
my CBA family and I hope to see
you at one of the upcoming events!
We offer lots to do including a new
monthly game night in the town hall. Come
and join in to learn a new game or play an old
favorite. We intend to offer a few choices each
month. Bingo is one option! This will be on the
first Friday of each month. Also, we are getting
the plans underway for our annual Ping Pong
tournament. There will be another pickleball
winter tournament in 2020 too! Enjoy the rest
of 2019!

www.cliftonva.org
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR!

February 1 Ping Pong Tournament

Michelle Stein is the President of the
Clifton Betterment Association (CBA)

See Pages 11-14 for a trip back in CBA history!
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Historic Clifton
During this time of year in our beautifully decorated, winter wonderland of a town – it is difficult to imagine how our village
might have looked in December of 1891! At that time, the streets were but dirt – or mud – given the elements, there was no
electricity (until 1928), telephone or internet! People were still learning to co-mingle after that awful War Between the
States. Community organizations such as the church, school or a Masonic Lodge were the “glue” that held the community
together – wherein communication, concern and planning for the overall health and well-being of the local citizenry and just plain
gossip were the threads of connectivity. Yet, there was tremendous pride in this little town. Likely no horse parade, as we know
it, or Candlelight Tour – but an honesty and integrity around belonging and looking out for one another. Tragedies always seem
to befall the holidays and clearly 1891 was no exception. We can only imagine how the town’s beloved Mrs. Holden found
comfort and who cared for in her extreme grief and loss – especially so close to Christmas. But cared for she was.
Enjoy with me this stroll down our own streets, with a look back to the Town of Clifton’s doings in December of 1891!
(From the “Fairfax Herald”, December 11, 1891
[note: due to the ragged remnants of this original newspaper page – this article in its complete entirety is not available. You will,
however, enjoy what energy and devotion the writer had for “our” little world!)
“Clifton”
With the many and varied industries of this inland railroad village it promises to lead many of the older villages and towns of the
county in importance. The diversity of its projects is wonderful. Only a few years since the attention of the surrounding country
was called to its central location for the business needs of the community , and now it boasts of four quite flourishing stores where
farmers of a wide section of the country can find the greatest and most convenient facilities for obtaining all supplies they may
require. All needed dry goods are found at the enterprising houses Ford and Buckley, Payne and Quigg, Whalen and Co., and all
notions at Mrs. Ayres, and a general supply of feed of all kinds. Fertilizers and patent machinery of any sort desired can be found
in the extensive ware rooms of the gentleman named. A number one wheelwright and undertaker’s establishment, and one of the
best wagon ironing and general blacksmiths in the country, a good boarding house, and a genteel and orderly bar. A gentlemanly
but firm justice of the peace who though young and a novitiate in the magisterial office has already gained substantial friends by
his kindly but fearless discharge of his duties, though in this peaceful and orderly place but little requires the interference of the
strong arm of the law, so the man on the watchtower has but little to do. Besides the above advantages, we have one of the finest
soap stone quarries in the county just out of the village and already large quantities have been shipped by rail to foreign
points. The R.R. cross tie traffic is immense, also the poplar wood business, , cord pine wood and the hoop pole industry,
necessitated by our sugar trade with Cuba, all are being largely carried on by Mr. F. G. Mayhugh, who is one of the most
enterprising and pushing citizens in the place. Then the milk and general dairy business of the immediate community, is very
prosperous, conducted by such men as the Makeleys, Griffiths, Detwilers and and others. Then we have immense cliffs of fine
slate or stone where many are employed under the skillful supervision of Mr. Henry Tillet, and being daily shipped to various
points on this and other railroads for bridge purposes. And last but not least the good schools and churches and the beautiful
stream of Popeshead nearly encircling the whole village, with a dozen or more passenger trains running daily, and six daily
mails, is it not rightly considered a thriving place, and have not her citizens reason to be proud of their town? The general health
of the place is as good as any section can boast of. Persons from Washington find comfortable and pleasant places of abode with
our citizens and the surrounding farmers at convenient distances for either walking or riding.
We have a good citizenship of both Southern and thrifty Northern people.
Various improvements are going on, Mr. James Buckley’s house has been thoroughly repaired both inside and out and
is now one of the most desirable residences for city boarders and none who can partake of Mrs. B’s, kind hospitality once would
be loth to try a repetition of it.
We were pained to learn on Saturday last of the death of one of Mrs. Thos. Holden’s little daughters. Mrs. H. was
unfortunately away from home, and knew nothing of it until she arrived at the station on her way from Washington. She has been
greatly bereaved in a short time, her husband and three children taken from her.
Miss Susie Ford who was announced in a late issue of your paper, as having sustained a very complete and painful
dislocation of one ankle is doing remarkably well. It was a long jump from a roof to the ground but we have the fine Virginia girls
who can do such things, and it is in keeping with all lively, healthy and pretty school girls to do such things. Several others who
were engaged in the same vigorous exercise were fortunate enough to go without sustaining any injuries….
….Jos. A. Smith who was paralyzed last summer at J. F. Buckley’s has so far recovered and to have been able to make a
trip to Washington and return alone.
Mr. John Pettit who was returning from market late Saturday lost control of his horses and they left him not unlike Little
Bo Peep who lost her sheep. They left him alone and he came up behind them. No damage done.
Happy Holidays, Brother & Sister Cliftonians!!

Lynne Garvey -Hodge
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Clifton Kids
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Fit Clifton
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Members of the Republican Women of Clifton begin their seasonal donation collection for our troops stationed in Afghanistan.
Photo by Bonnie Burkhardt

Wow . . . The Election

Think about it . . . the absence of demonstrations, violence and “resistance” after the election . . .
We conservatives have our work cut out for us, but we remain incredibly engaged and energized. We are set
to hit the ground running in the New Year as we prepare for the 2020 presidential election and for state/local
legislation to include redistricting, the Second Amendment, ERA, and school boundaries.
In January, we will be attending Legislative Day in Richmond to gain insight into the status of current issues.
January is also the month to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King who stressed the importance of the content of
one’s character and not the color of one’s skin. We believe that all people have the right to equal opportunity,
and we strive toward making that a reality. We reject the constant use of the term “racism” as a preferred
default in conversations.
We value the life of the unborn and support the New Eve Maternity Home in nearby Winchester. In 2019, the
home received more than 75 requests for shelter from young women who did not want to take the life of their
baby. This number is a 26 percent increase over last year.
There is a lot going on as we re-group. The new RWC board was installed during the December holiday party
in Clifton. New members are excited to share their views and join the “loyal opposition.” We are here for
you.
We welcome your presence at our meetings and invite you to visit our website at www.CliftonGOP.com. Our
next meeting is on Wednesday, January 15, in Fairview Elementary School beginning at 7 PM for social and
7:30 PM for business.
Come be a voice in a positive and fun atmosphere. Come hop on the Trump train!!
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Around Clifton

Place your ad here
Contact Ann O’Dea
Cliftonclatter@gmail.com
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The Democratic Women of Clifton and Northern Virginia welcomes all Democratic women from Northern Virginia
to join them. We are dedicated to providing a friendly forum in which Democratic women educate themselves,
discuss important issues of the day, and work together to help elect Democrats to local, state, and national offices.
We strive to build political awareness among members of our community, influence public policy, promote
participation in political processes, and encourage connections between regional leaders and the local community.
We do this through our educational meetings, newsletters, as well as social events.
Members worked for our candidates throughout 2019, and several of our members ran for office. We thank and
congratulate all!
In November, we gathered to celebrate the holidays by donating to and hearing about local needs and two groups we
collect for through our Annual Holiday Giving Program, which was followed by a pot luck dinner at the home of
co-Chair Jennifer Lowe Davis. It is not too late to donate to the two excellent organizations for which we collect
toys and gift cards – Britepaths and the Fairfax County Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue Toy and Coat drive.
You do not have to be a member to donate. For details, go to the top story here: https://www.facebook.com/
DWCNV or contact us at cliftonwomendems@aol.com
On January 12th, 2020, we will host our Annual Business Meeting at the Clifton Town Hall at 3-5 p.m., and will hear
about upcoming legislation from local General Assembly members. On February 9th, we will celebrate our 15th
Anniversary by gathering at the home of a member. On March 15th, our meeting topic will be The National Economy: Tax Cuts, Deficit, Labor Market, Trade, etc., and Virginia’s Economy.
Wishing you and yours very Happy Holidays and a wonderful 2020!
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Clifton Cooks!
We thought it would be fun to print some recipes from the Clifton Gatherings : A
Clifton Community Cookbook, printed in the early 90’s. This recipe is from the
New Years Eve section. Enjoy!
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Membership Corner
The CBA board is in the process of updating membership lists and creating a usable database
to track membership. I’m happy to say that we now have a completely updated, fully
functional database!
The majority of memberships in the CBA have lapsed, so I have now begun the process of
reaching out to past members via email. I’m getting quite a few email bounce backs, so I may
be following up by phone as well.
If you know that your membership has lapsed, please go ahead and renew online
(http://www.signmeup.com/site/reg/register.aspx?fid=6X2VMJ7). You can also send in the
form in the Clatter via snail mail.
If you are wondering if your membership has lapsed, or if you have questions about
membership, please don’t hesitate to email me at CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com. I’m
happy to answer any questions you have.
For current members, who are expiring, you will be receiving an email from me one month
before your renewal is due.
We are also trying to reach out to potential members, so please mention the CBA to your new
neighbors!
Jennifer M. Lowe Davis
Membership Chair
CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com (703) 307-3747

Page 15

Clifton Clatter

Page 16

A friendly reminder to please clean up after your furry friend.

Ideas for articles, etc. for the Clatter? Please contact
cliftonclatter@gmail.com

Attention All Post Office Box Holders in Clifton
When telling people your mailing address, please list the street info under your name
with the post office box below the street. It is also fine to just use the P.O. Box
number. Thanks!

Green Space in Clifton
All events taking place on any green space in Clifton need to be registered on the Town
calendar (which is kept by Donna Netschert) to avoid event collision regardless of
whether or not it is a private, Town or CBA sponsored event. Green space includes
Playground Park, Ayre Square and the 8 Acre Park. Groups larger than 10 need to make
a reservation and may be subject to rental fees.
To rent or reserve any green space, please call Donna Netschert at 703-830-2727 or
email villagetimesaver@aol.com.
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Information about the Clifton Clatter
and the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA)
Clifton Betterment Association Officers
President - Michelle Stein
1st Vice President - Jan Schneiderman
2nd Vice President - Steve Bittner
Secretary - Chris Spina
Treasurer - Mike Davis

Have a new
neighbor?
Be sure and share
your copy of the
Clifton Clatter
with them so they
can learn about
joining the CBA.

Clifton Clatter Volunteer Production Team
Volunteer Editors: Ann O’Dea
Email: cliftonclatter@gmail.com

Questions, concerns, or news to share? Contact the Clifton Clatter at
cliftonclatter@gmail.com. The Clifton Clatter is published four times per year and is the official
newsletter of the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA). Its contents are for information only.
Articles express the opinion of the authors, not the CBA. The CBA Officers, the Clatter
Publisher, and the contributors assume no responsibility for errors, omissions, or consequences
resulting from information provided in this edition. The CBA does not officially endorse any of
the products or services advertised herein.

The Clifton community affirms a desire to interact
with one another in an environment of respect and
integrity.
We are a community that:
-is committed to the dignity and value of one another.
-assumes the best in each other.
-communicates clearly and directly.
-provides open forums to address difficult issues in an orderly, respectful manner.
-behaves towards one another, both individually and collectively, with honesty, decency and
responsibility.
-holds the preservation of our unique historic character in the highest regard.
-participates in community activities, organizations and events in the best interest of all.

Something you would
like to see in the Clatter?
Please email us at
cliftonclatter@gmail.com

We will do our best to
include it in a future
edition.

Clifton Betterment Association
P.O. Box 94
Clifton, VA 20124
www.cliftonVA.org

Our Community, Our Clifton
Placing an Ad in the Clifton Clatter is Easy!
Display Ad Sizes and Rates:
Ad Size

Per Issue Price

1/8 Page
1/4 Page
1/2 Page (Landscape Only)
Full Page

$20
$40
$80
$160

Circle issue months:

Sep-- Dec

Ad Copy Changes: Fixed

Occasional

Variable

New ad copy by: 20th of the month prior to issue

Check: $ ____________ / #_______ Please make check payable to CBA.
Send check and this form to:
Clifton Clatter Advertising,, c/o Ann O’Dea, 6918 Clifton Rd., Clifton, VA 20124
Send ad (in a jpeg file) and instructions to cliftonclatter@gmail.com
Business Name: _______________________________________ Contact Person:
Email Address: ________________________________________ Phone:

___________________________________

__________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Special Instructions: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please contact cliftonclatter@gmail.com

