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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR! 

Michelle Stein is the President of the  

Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) 

October is a fabulous month in Clifton! 
Are you ready for Clifton Day?            
Volunteers please sign up. If you don’t 

know what you want to do…just ask. We 
can fit you into a place that you will     
enjoy, meet people and have fun. Most of 
you have never seen us as the sun rises on 
Clifton, helping vendors get ready,    

parking their vehicles, getting tents up, waiting for the 
first train, watching the stage arrive and hoping the beer 
truck makes it before the road closes. All the behind the 
scenes jobs are manned by people in the community and 
you can be one of them. Think of how many churches, 

scouts, school groups, etc raise money on Clifton Day. 
Join us!  

October 7 Clifton Day 

October 22 CBA Meeting 

October 27 Haunted Trail 

October 31 Halloween Trick or Treating 

December 17 CBA Meeting 



 

 

Small-town charm, big-time fun! 

2 0 1 8 

Clifton Day Festival 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7TH       9 AM - 5 PM 

Arts & Crafts  •  Antiques & Vintage Vendors  •  Market Area  •  Live Music & Dance  •      
Kids’ Park  •  Pony Rides  •  Face Painting  •  Beer & Wine Garden  •  Delicious Food….                     

and so much more! 

Ride VRE! See train schedule on cliftonday.com 

FREE ADMISSION! 
Hosted by the Clifton Betterment Association 

For more info, find us on Facebook or visit cliftonday.com  

Parking Lots on Chapel Rd. ● Clifton Rd. ● Kincheloe Rd. ● Newman Rd. 

VRE Train from Rolling Rd. ● Burke Centre ● Manassas ● Manassas Park 
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 Autumn in Clifton, Virginia has ALWAYS included a Hallowe’en Celebration! AND a prank or 
two…. 
Our Annual Haunted Trail and associated festivities have certainly kept this theme alive – for low some 101 
years! School programs, teacher salaries, scuttles at the school and even family tragedies were components of 
the Autumn Clifton landscape in November of 1917! 
 The thriving Buckley family managed to sustain a woeful tragedy and sadly men were being called 
off to war. The now uncommon identification of White/Colored soldiers has thankfully evaporated, yet the 
topic of racism is alive and well over 100 years later. 
 “Votes for Women!” was still the cry of the land, with the Occoquan Workhouse Night of Terror jail-
ing of over 40 Suffragists occurring only five days after the publication of this newspaper.  I often think: 
“Oh, Humans, will we  EVER get it right?”  The themes seem universal in our nation’s history and legacy. 
Enjoy this column from the “Fairfax Herald”, November 9, 2017. 
 Happy Pumpkin Carving and don’t forget to vote! Enjoy! 
 
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Fairfax County History Commissioner & Clifton, Virginia resident 
 
 
 
“Fairfax Herald” – November 9, 1917 
 
 The Hallowe’en party given by the teachers and pupils of the Clifton High School, Tuesday night of last week, 
was quite a success.  The following program was rendered and enjoyed by all:  “One, Two Three, Who are We”, by 
girls from the primary grades, “Brownie Drill” by seven boys from 5th and 6th grades.  “Four Black Cats” by four boys 
from 5th and 6th grades.  “Who Was Scared?” by girls from high school. “Ghost” by Miss Fannie Robey. “We Are 
Creepy Little Scarecrows,” by several boys and girls from primary grades. “Hallowe’en Party” by girls and boys from 
Miss Smith’s room.  Mrs. Hodge gave us some good music during the intermissions.  After the program, there was a 
grab bag, gypsy fortune teller and a jig dance by young Smith.  Ice cream was sold and a cake voted on for the most 
popular lady.  The voting soon centered on two of the teachers, and after a very exciting contest, Miss Crewe won the 
cake, with Miss Holmes a close second.  The cake brought about $14.00.  The entire proceeds from the entertainment 
was about $50.00.   
 Hallowe’en was celebrated Wednesday night by the usual parade of younger people and the usual pranks of 
lifting gates off and hiding them, also mail boxes.  They put an old wagon on the school porch! 
 Thursday morning about 8 o’clock Mr. Milton Buckley’s house was burned to the ground, with quite a large 
part of the contents.  Mr. Buckley was away at the time, and when the fire, which was in the roof, was discovered, it 
was too far gone to save the house, and much of the contents upstairs.  Mrs. Buckley lost all of her canned fruit and 
vegetables (about 200 cans), 9 barrels of apples and al of their sweet potatoes.  The house was the oldest one in the 
neighborhood, having been built 250 years ago, and was used in “Ye olden times” as a tavern and wagon stand; and 
there has been four generations of Buckley family under its roof.  Mr. and Mrs. Buckley and daughter, Anna, are    
stopping with their son, Mr. Rush Buckley, until they can build another one.  
 The School League met Friday afternoon of last week.  The committee on the road up the hill was authorized 
to go to work at their earliest opportunity.  It was reported that the school would pay Miss Hodge $5.00 per month   
towards her salary and the League would like to raise the balance.  A committee of three gentlemen was appointed to 
keep order at any entertainment, given in the school house in the future.  The committee appointed, if they are willing 
to serve, the Messrs. Joshua Buckley, Maurice Davis and Roger Cross.   Mrs. Buckley, after the business was over, 
resigned her position as President of the League.  Her resignation was accepted with regret by the League, and Rev. W. 
F. Neff was elected President.  The League then adjourned to meet again the first Friday in December. 
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 The Community Fair was held last Saturday.  The basketball team played two games, one in the morning 
with the Manassas second team and one in the afternoon with the Manassas first team.  The Clifton team was beat-
en 14 to 6 in the morning and 22 to 6 in the afternoon, but as the Manassas girls played by different rules,  all 
thought the Clifton girls did well to make any scores at all.  The exhibits were very good, the farm products being 
very much more of an exhibit than last year and of better quality.  After lunch, the speaking began: Miss Edith 
Thompson gave us an excellent talk on how to save and store produce.  Her talk was especially made to the boys 
and girls as they were much in the majority.  Mr. Sanders of the Manassas Agriculture school then gave us a talk, 
as well.           
 The following men, white and colored were sent from Fairfax, Wednesday morning, to Camp Lee, Peters-
burg, VA, to be added to the Fairfax County quota now in training for army duty.  Twenty-three white men were 
called but only 19 reported, and of 19 colored men called, only 9 reported.  The names of the men sent follows: 
 
White 
George Warren Bowman 
George Bryant Dyer 
William Douglas McFarland 
William Tobinas Clark 
Walter H. Cothbe 
James Hunter Mack 
Sterling A. Hardy 
John Frederick Thompson 
Charles Irvin Davis 
James Edward Cooke 
Raymond Rogers 
Ralph Thomas Powell 
Edward Beamer Hughes 
Arthur Napoleon Petit 
Wesley Dindlebeck 
Robert F. Trammell 
Columbus Thorp 
James Henry Patton 
Joseph Love Taylor 
Colored 
Daniel E. Brown 
Daniel W. Williams 
Walter W. Jones 
Robert W. Tasen 
William Harrison Walker 
Oden Gormes 
Joseph L. Kelley 
August Franklin Lucas 
Ira Isrey Dorsey 
 To date, Fairfax County has sent, allowing for those turned down by the army doctors at Camp Lee, 128 
men.  That leaves 28 men yet needed to complete the county quota of 157.  It is believed that out of the cases    
outstanding and enlistments credited to the county, about 20 more names will be added, leaving 9 yet to be        
obtained.  Before ordering another examination of men subject to draft, from which to obtain the nine wanted, the 
local exemption boars id waiting on decisions of the District board in cases still pending before it.   
 Also, of further interest, an adjacent column referencing the recent election reads,  
“….in Fairfax out of a total vote of about 150, only 82 votes were polled ad the same proportion holds good 
throughout the county.  The county vote in detail will be published net week…. 
 …Woman’s suffrage won in New York, but is beaten in Ohio.  The prohibition ticket is reported to 
have won in New Mexico, but Ohio remains in the wet column.  Maryland elects a Republican             
legislature. 



 

 

First Timers Free!!!  

Whether you, or a friend are new to yoga at WheelHouse, your first class is FREE this month! 

All levels welcome. Schedule at www.wheelhouseyoga.com or email with questions,             

alyson@wheelhouseyoga.com 
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Excitement Builds for Election Season 

The Republican Women of Clifton (RWC) closed out their summer activities with a September barbecue at the 
home of Suzanne Spikes.  Members and guests interacted with Republican candidates Thomas Oh, Jeff Dove and 
Corey Stewart.  Also in attendance were Del. Tim Hugo and Springfield school board member Elizabeth Schultz, 
founding member of RWC. 

Monthly RWC meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. in Fairview Elementary School in Fairfax with social time beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Upcoming scheduled guest speakers are Clara Belle Wheeler, Vice Chairwoman, Virginia State Board of 
Elections, speaking on election integrity, and Pat Herrity, Springfield district supervisor, updating constituents on 
key issues affecting Fairfax County.  Club service projects collect items for military troops deployed overseas and 
gift cards for Fairview Elementary School families in need.  

RWC is hosting a booth at the “Clifton Day” celebration, a fun and popular event for the entire family.  

Members also volunteer at local farmers markets to distribute election information and answer questions.  They will 
be helping with absentee-in-person polling stations and will be busy across the county on election day. 

We are an active and spirited group concerned with decisions made by our county and school officials.  We have a 
voice, and we are using it.  Come join us.  There is room for you to participate a little or a lot.  Visit 
www.cliftongop.com to learn about us. 

 

Republican Women of Clifton 

Clifton Clatter 
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Suzanne Spikes, hostess for the Republican Women of Clifton barbecue fundraiser, takes a break from the festivi-
ties with (from left) 8th Congressional District candidate Thomas Oh, 11th Congressional District candidate Jeff 
Dove, and U.S. Senate candidate Corey Stewart. PHOTO CREDIT:  Scott Pearson. 

http://www.cliftongop.com/
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We now hold craft beer tastings every Thursday night, check 
our Facebook page for the week’s selections.  

 

The Wine Attic 

Tues—Saturday  12—8 

Sunday  12—5 

Closed Monday 

7145 Main St. 

Clifton, VA 20124 

(703) 543-8406 
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The Democratic Women of Clifton and Northern Virginia (DWCNV) is proud of our commitment to the greater Clifton community.  
For many years, we have participated in the Adopt-a-Highway program by collecting trash along Clifton Road from the triangle to 
Braddock Road.  Our next fall clean-up has been scheduled for Sunday, September 30, from 1 to 4 p.m. Join us to get some exercise, 
meet new people, and enhance the environment!  We invite anyone from the community to participate–you do not have to be a 
member of the DWCNV nor a Democrat to help out!   We will meet in the driveway of the former Clifton Elementary School, 
where orange bags and vests will be distributed and participants will receive a safety briefing.  This is great service opportunity for 
older students who need community service hours or just want to help out.  For safety reasons we do not recommend bringing chil-
dren under 12.  Bring work gloves if you have them, and wear long pants and a long-sleeved shirt with sturdy shoes. 
 
The DWCNV will host a fundraiser in support of Sen. Jennifer Wexton, Democratic Nominee for Congress in Virginia’s 10th      
District, at the Fairfax Station home of a member on Saturday, Sept. 29th from 3-5 p.m. You do not need to be a member to attend.  
For more information and tickets go to: https://secure.actblue.com/donate/fairfaxstation0918   
 
Our fall General Meetings will be held at the Clifton Town Hall from 3 to 5 p.m., on September 23 and October 21.  On November 
18, we will gather at the Clifton home of two of our members for a potluck dinner and our annual Holiday Projects get-together. 
 
On Sunday, September 23, our meeting topic will be "Money in Politics: How Are We Impacted?"   Join us to hear industry leaders 
discuss how money in politics affects us in our daily lives--as employees, consumers, and grassroots volunteers. Postcard writing 
will follow the presentation to remind your friends and neighbors to vote on November 6! 
 
On Sunday, October 7, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the DWCNC will host a booth at Clifton Day, partnering with Springfield District 
Democratic Committee.  Our booth will be located in the parking lot of Trummer's Restaurant by the railroad tracks.  Voter and 
campaign information and yard signs will be available for you to take.  Contact us at info@dwcnv.org to volunteer for a two-hour 
shift between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.  
 
Our Sunday, October 21 General Meeting topic will be “Persuasive Progressive Messaging," with Alane Dashner of Swing 
Left.  Just in time for the holidays, learn how to talk to Uncle Bert at the Thanksgiving table!  Ms. Dashner has insights and        
suggestions for civil discourse that communicates a positive progressive message, especially when speaking to those with opposing 
views.   
 
On November 18 we will hold our annual Holiday Projects meeting and Potluck Dinner starting at 3 p.m. at the home of members.  
We will hear from leaders of the two charities we support: Britepaths and the Fairfax County Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue 
Toy Drive. You do not have to be a member to donate to the charities, and we will soon provide more information on our website 
about how to donate. 
 
All Democratic women of Northern Virginia are welcome to become members of the DWCNV, a friendly, active political           
organization that is social, too!  We support our candidates, encourage our members to take political action on important issues, and 
hold educational meetings on timely topics.  For more information about activities, meetings, or membership in the DWCNV, visit 
www.democraticwomenofclifton.org, www.facebook.com/dwcnv  or email info@dwcnv.org  

Supporting our Democratic candidates and elected officials at the Clifton 4th of July parade 

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/fairfaxstation0918
mailto:info@dwcnv.org
http://www.democraticwomenofclifton.org/
http://www.facebook.com/dwcnv
mailto:info@dwcnv.org


 

 

Schedule your No Cost 

No Obligation 

Free Estimate 

Today! 

Lock in your appointment ASAP to get first  

pick from our best promotions 

Local Representative- Daniel Duncan Piraino 703-407-7092 
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"Do you want a smooth and successful college application experience?  Cutting 
EdgUcation College Preparation streamlines, organizes and energizes the college 
transition process for parents and students to ensure a smooth and successful 
college experience; putting the fun into the college decision-making process for 
the entire family.  
 
Register for a Cutting EdgUcation College Preparation course or work one-on-one 
with an application adviser!" 
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Congratulations to the CBA 2018 Scholarship Winners: 
Tommy Anton 
Hayden Aspesi 
Ian Mitchell 
Will Mitchell 
Grace Williams 
 
Great Job!!! 



 

 

 

Membership Corner 

 
The CBA board is in the process of updating membership lists and creating a     
usable database to track membership.  I’m happy to say that we now have a    
completely updated, fully functional database! 
 
The majority of memberships in the CBA have lapsed, so I have now begun the 
process of reaching out to past members via email.  I’m getting quite a few email 
bounce backs, so I may be following up by phone as well.   
 
If you know that your membership has lapsed, please go ahead and renew online 
(https://www.signmeup.com/site/reg/register.aspx?fid=6X2VMJ7).  You can also 
send in the form in the Clatter via snail mail.  
 
If you are wondering if your membership has lapsed, or if you have questions 
about membership, please don't hesitate to email me at 
CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com.  I’m happy to answer any questions you have. 
 
For current members who are expiring, you will be receiving an email from me 
one month before your renewal is due.   
 
We are also trying to reach out to potential members, so please mention the CBA 
to your new neighbors!  
 
Jennifer M. Lowe Davis 
Membership Chair 
CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com 
703-307-3747 
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Attention All Post Office Box Holders in Clifton  

When telling people your mailing address, please list the street info under your name 

with the post office box below the street.  It is also fine to just use the P.O. Box       

number.  Thanks! 

Green Space in Clifton 

All events taking place on any green space in Clifton need to be registered on the Town 
calendar (which is kept by Donna Netschert) to avoid event collision regardless of 
whether or not it is a private, Town or CBA sponsored event.  Green space  includes 
Playground Park, Ayre Square and the 8 Acre Park.  Groups larger than 10 need to make 
a reservation and may be subject to rental fees. 

To rent or reserve any green space, please call Donna Netschert at 703-830-2727 or 
email villagetimesaver@aol.com. 
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Fairfax County’s 14th Annual History Conference 

Years that Shook Our Nation and Fairfax County: 
1868, 1918 & 1968 

Saturday, November 10, 2018; 8:30am – 3:30pm 

Stacy C. Sherwood Community Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Virginia 
 

 

 

Guest Speakers to include: 
Sharon Bulova, Chairperson, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors; Congressman Gerry Connolly, 11th District 

*  William Page Johnson * Ron Chase * Phyllis Walker Ford * Wes Boutchard * Patrick O’Neill  
* Susan Hellman  * Mary Lipsey * Phil Hirschkop  

Andy Galusha & WWI Re-enactors & Living History, 116th Regiment of the 29th Division, “The Blue & Gray Division” 

Re-enactor Dwane Starlin as Walter Cronkite 
Prior Registration required:  $25.00 per person  

(includes Continental breakfast, lunch, exhibits, authors, trivia contest prizes, & parking!) 

For further information & to receive a registration form/ brochure, please send your name, address or email to: lynnegarveyhodge@gmail.com 

Sponsored by the Fairfax County History Commission, Fairfax County Park Authority, Fairfax Museum & Visitor Center, 
Fairfax County Architectural Review Board & Friends of Fairfax Courthouse 

 

For further information & to receive a registration form/ brochure, please send your name, address & email to: lynnegarveyhodge@gmail.com  
 



R E G I S T R A T I O N   F O R M  

 Admission:  $25.00 per person   

(No registration at the door) - Limited to the first 200 registrants  

Submit Form* payment & required (*) information below to:  

Fairfax County History Conference, c/o Fairfax County Park Authority - Resource Management Division  
12055 Government Center Pkwy, Suite 936; Fairfax, VA 22035-1118  

Registration Deadline— Friday, November 2, 2018  

 Circle what payment includes:       Registration        &/or             Exhibitor/Author Fee   
All Exhibitors must also pay a Registration Fee  

   Name of Organization or Author:  __________________________________________  

* Name (& if applicable, Organization Name)  _________________________________     

* City /* State/Zip Code ___________________________________________________  

* Phone #________________________   

* Email Address  _________________________________________________________  
Payment Method (Check one)  

         

            Credit Card      Circle:       VISA     Mastercard               OR                  Check #_________  

       Amount:  $_________________  

       Card #_________________________________________  

       Exp. date ______________________________________  

       Name ______________________________Signature _______________________________  

I agree to pay the amount above according to the card issuer agreement  
Table Cost is $15.00 for Exhibitors/Authors (in addition to Registration fee)  

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  “FCPA, History Conference” or pay via credit card  
Please submit a separate form for EACH PERSON attending     

 (Form may be copied & mailed to address below)  

*Form is also available online: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/histcomm/event.htm                         

 

Fairfax County History Conference  

Fairfax County Park Authority  

12055 Government Center Pkwy, Suite 936 

Fairfax, VA 22035-1118  
Registration Deadline: Friday, November 2, 2018  

 Sponsored by:   
The Fairfax County History Commission, Fairfax County Park Authority, Fairfax Museum & Visitor Center, 

Fairfax County Architectural Review Board and  Friends of the Historic Fairfax Courthouse  

 Equal Access/Special Accommodations  
The Fairfax County Park Authority is committed to equal access in all programs and services.  

Special accommodations will be provided upon request.  Please call the ADA/Access coordinator at 703-324-8563, at least 10 

working days in advance of the date services are needed. TTY 703-803-3354   www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ada.htm  
 

    

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ada.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ada.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/ada.htm


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Have a new  

neighbor?  
 

Be sure and share 

your copy of the  

Cli fton Clatter   

with them so they 

can learn about   

joining the CBA. 

Questions, concerns, or news to share? Contact the Clifton Clatter at  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com. The Clifton Clatter is published four times per year and is the official 

newsletter of the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA). Its contents are for information only. 

Articles express the opinion of the authors, not the CBA. The CBA Officers, the Clatter         

Publisher, and the contributors assume no responsibility for errors, omissions, or consequences 

resulting from information provided in this edition. The CBA does not officially endorse any of 

the products or services advertised herein.  

Clifton Clatter Volunteer Production Team  

Volunteer Editor: Ann O’Dea  

Email: cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

Clifton Betterment Association Officers 
 President - Michelle Stein 

1st Vice President - Jan Schneiderman 

2nd Vice President  - Steve Bittner 

Secretary - Chris Spina 

Treasurer - Mike Davis 

Information about the Clifton Clatter  

and the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) 

T h e  C l i f t o n  c o m m u n i t y  a f f i r m s  a  d e s i r e  t o  i n t e r a c t  

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  r e s p e c t  a n d  

i n t e g r i t y .  

Something you would 

like to see in the Clatter? 

Please email us at  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

We will do our best to 

include it in a future  

edition. 

We are a community that: 

-is committed to the dignity and value of one another. 

-assumes the best in each other. 

-communicates clearly and directly. 

-provides open forums to address difficult issues in an orderly, respectful manner. 

-behaves towards one another, both individually and collectively, with honesty, decency and         

responsibility. 

-holds the preservation of our unique historic character in the highest regard. 

-participates in community activities, organizations and events in the best interest of all. 



 

 

Our Community,  Our Clifton  

C l i f t o n  B e tt e r m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P.O. Box 94 

Clifton, VA 20124 
www.cliftonVA.org 

Placing an Ad in the Clifton Clatter is Easy! 
Display Ad Sizes and Rates:   

 

 

 

 

Check: $ ____________  / #_______ Please make check payable to CBA. 

Send check and this form to: 
Clifton Clatter Advertising, c/o Sara Holbrook, 12122 Wolf Valley Dr.,  Clifton, VA 20124 
Send ad (in a jpeg file) and instructions to cliftonclatter@gmail.com 
 

Business Name:  _______________________________________  Contact Person: ___________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________  Phone:  __________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Special Instructions:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Please contact Sara Holbrook at saraholbrook4@cox.net 

Ad Size        Per Issue Price 

1/8 Page   $20      

1/4 Page   $40  

1/2 Page (Landscape Only) $80  

   Full Page  $160 

Circle issue months:    Sep-- Dec         

Ad Copy Changes:    Fixed   Occasional Variable 

New ad copy by: 20th of the month prior to issue 


