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President’s Corner
Halloween was fabulous!!! My
favorite costume was the 4 year old
dressed as Prince with a tiny
mustache… so cute. We had over
600 kids on our street and I am
certain there were loads more on
Main St. Thanks to those of you who
donated candy at the General Store, the
McNamara clan who allow us to use the
collection point, the Nitz family who were
distributors and the kind member who left a
check for candy at the Pub. October was a
great month. We hope you all enjoyed Clifton
Day…. If you have any ideas/
recommendations for the Clifton Day
committee, please email them to me at
michellestein@cox.net.

Michelle Stein is the President of the
Clifton Betterment Association (CBA)

www.cliftonva.org
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR!

November 6 Clifton Lions Club Pancake
breakfast

December 5 CPC Live Nativity 4-6p.m.
TBD Tree Lighting
TBD Horse Parade
TBD Kids Holiday Party
TBD Ping Pong Tourrnament

Clifton Day!

Photos by Sydney Sawyer
and
Gary Aspesi
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Historic Clifton
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Fairfax County History Commissioner

“Thanksgiving in Clifton – 1926
In a year when the United States’ Congress met for its 69th Session, President Calvin Coolidge and Vice
President Charles G. Dawes were the leaders of this great country. The Governor of Virginia was Harry F. Byrd (a
colorful man in his own right) — and as it was the middle of Prohibition (1919-1933) – there clearly was still a
tradition of Thanksgiving nationally that drew friends and family together. No doubt some of those Thanksgiving
tables donned a few glasses of moonshine, but it was a time of joy and celebration indeed.
Just a month before on the 10th of October, the St. Louis Cardinals defeated the New York Yankees, 4 games
to three in their first World Series Title. This World Series ended with Babe Ruth attempting to steal second base,
historically becoming the ONLY World Series to end this way. No doubt a vibrant conversation was had between the
gentlemen at thousands of Thanksgiving tables across the nation – to discuss, dissect and re-visit this recent sports
victory!
On November 11 the plan for a United States Numbered Highway System was approved by the American
Association of State Highway Officials, therein establishing the famous Route 66 AND assisting in the expediency of
road travel that would allow easier access (and exits) from family gatherings!
On November 15 the NBC radio network had opened with 24 stations (formed by Westinghouse, General
Electric and RCA) – allowing for a diversity of family gathering entertainment around the large familial, beautifully
wood carved radio cabinet. Women were becoming more involved with national politics – having just gained the right
to vote in 1920. Life in America was peaceful, family-oriented and no doubt delicious on that Thanksgiving on
November 25th – the same date as we will enjoy in 2021!
Enjoy the following summary of the Clifton, Virginia people, places and local news as reported in the
December 3, 1926 “Fairfax Herald”!
Mrs. Curtis and daughter spent Thanksgiving in Washington with Mr. and Mrs. John Curtis, Jr.
The Misses Kidwell spent the week in Washington.
Miss Grace Makeley, sprained her ankle practicing basketball at school, and is slowly improving.
Misses Harding and Elgin attended the Cooperative Education Association in Roanoke. While there, they were
guests of Mrs. Harrison (formerly Miss F. L. Johnson, principal of the Clifton School).
Miss Eugenia Buckley visited friends at Lincolnia on the holiday and the weekend.
Mr. D. W. Buckley was in Baltimore doing his Christmas shopping.
The high school went to see the champion basketball game, last Wednesday between Floris and Herndon, which
was won by the Herndon teams.
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Richards, Jr. spent the weekend with Mr. Richards, Sr. The family motored to Aldie for
Thanksgiving to the Douglass home.
Monday morning the house on Dr. Ferguson’s place occupied by the barber of Clifton, was destroyed by fire. The
fire was started from a spark lodging among the shingles on the roof.
Miss Nellie Cross is very ill at the home of Mrs. C. S. Cross in the village.
Mr. Tilden Mathers is improving his home by the addition of a bay window to the living room.
Miss Margaret Detwiler spent Thanksgiving day in Mt. Rainier, Md., at the home of Mrs. Thomas Webb.
Mr. Willard Webb spent the weekend at the home of Mrs. Margaret Detwiler.
Happy Thanksgiving, Clifton, Virginia!
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Halloween Haunted Trail Party!

Photos by Sydney Sawyer
and
Gary Aspesi

Volume 60, Issue 1

Around Clifton

Clifton Presbyterian Church
& Clifton Betterment Association
Invites the community
To our Living Nativity
Sunday, December 5, 2021
4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Drive through from 4:00 to 4:30 or
walk from town 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Wear a mask
Stay 6 feet from others
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Steve Moore, economist, speaks at the Republican Women of Clifton fundraiser.
Photo by Bob Segal

We, the Republican Women of Clifton (RWC), are well into our busiest season of the year. Our annual
fundraiser featured guest speaker Steve Moore, chief economist of the Heritage Foundation, who spoke on the
state of the American economy.
During our recent monthly membership meeting, Bonnie Fite, RWC member and published author, explained
how the capitalist approach helped save the settlements of Plymouth and Jamestown. Scheduled for our
upcoming meeting is Elizabeth Schultz, RWC member and former Fairfax County School Board Member,
who will be speaking about the Critical Race Theory in our schools.
RWC volunteers are covering polling sites as poll greeters, election officers and poll watchers. We are door
knocking, delivering yard signs, hosting meet and greet events, writing post cards, staffing tents at farmers
markets and festivals, writing Letters to the Editor, attending rallies, carrying recall petitions, and being in
terviewed on radio. The discussions of our incredible candidates, from Youngkin to Sears to Miyares and to
all 17 Fairfax delegate candidates, has been invigorating and informative. People are asking questions, and
we are there to give answers. We welcome interested volunteers to join us!
Early in-person voting is underway and there is much to do to support the electoral system. If you would like
to help in some aspect of this process, let us know, and we will guide you through it. The more you do, the
more you learn, the more you network, and the more you accomplish. We are grassroot volunteers and have
learned on the job. Do not be intimidated! We all help each other and thereby help in our goals for our
country.
We look forward to meeting you! Visit www.CliftonGOP.com and see if we are what you are looking for.
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As we welcome Fall, the Democratic Women of Clifton and Northern Virginia (DWCNV) invites you to
participate in and join our organization! In-person meetings are not happening quite yet, but we hope to
resume those along with social events and dinners at local restaurants in early 2022. We are meeting
virtually each month as we continue our mission to build political awareness among members of our
community, influence public policy, promote participation in political processes, and encourage connections
between regional leaders and the local community. Members receive newsletters, campaign and election
news, and political action alerts, and they participate in events like Clifton Day and the Adopt-A-Highway
program, where we gather to clean up the roadside along Clifton Road. The highway clean-up is a
significant contribution to our community, and you do not have to be a member to participate--it’s great for
students or anyone needing to complete community service hours. We also have a lively and active Book
Club that meets monthly.
The topic of our October meeting was the upcoming general election on November 2nd. We heard from
several Democratic nominees and supplied information on how to register to vote, how to vote early in
person, and how to vote by mail. At our November virtual meeting we will hear from the leadership of the
two annual holiday giving projects we support, Britepaths and The Fairfax County Firefighters and Friends
to the Rescue. You do not have to be a member of the DWCNV to donate to these wonderful organizations.
For information on how and where we are collecting toys, coats, and gift cards for the Firefighters and
grocery store gift cards for Britepaths, please contact us at cliftonwomendems@aol.com.
For more information about our organization and activities, contact us at cliftonwomendems@aol.com. You
can also check out our website at http://www.democraticwomenofclifton.org/ and our Facebook page
at http://www.facebook.com/DWCNV.

Donation of board games for the 2020
Holiday Toy Drive for the Fairfax County
Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue.

Jane Barker and Del. Dan Helmer greet a
voter at the Clifton Precinct polling location.

Clifton Day 2021 with Barbara Miller, Kendy
Taylor, Sen. George Barker, Debbie Charms
and Edith Gill.
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Around Clifton

Place your ad here
Contact Ann O’Dea
Cliftonclatter@gmail.com
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Around Clifton
The Historic Town of Clifton’s Little Free Library, located
in front of the Community Center right off of Main Street,
is a Covid-19 friendly way of encouraging literacy among
all ages. After building the library in 2017, local Girl
Scout Troop 2009 has maintained the flow and circulation
of books to include everything from children’s Gold
Books, to dictionaries, murder mystery novels and 'how to'
books. The Little Free Library is open to all ages: take a
book or two, return them later, or replace the ones you
took with a few books of your choice to keep the
circulation alive and of interest to all!
Adelaide Machado Ulm
Class of 2021

Ideas for articles, etc. for the Clatter? Please contact
cliftonclatter@gmail.com
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Place your ad here
Contact Ann O’Dea
Cliftonclatter@gmail.com
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Around Clifton

Model Trains and Accessories Estate Sale at the Fairfax Station Railroad Museum
Get an early start to your holiday shopping with an Estate Sale for model railroading items at the Fairfax Station Railroad Museum on Sunday, November 14, 2021 from 1-4 p.m. The sale will feature HO, O and G
scale model trains and accessories that have been donated to the Museum. Many of the donated items are in
very good condition and are priced below comparable items listed on Ebay.
In addition to the Estate Sale, the Station's Gift Shop will feature a variety of new items celebrating the history of Fairfax Station and railroading. All estate and Gift Shop sales directly support Fairfax Station's mission
and outreach.
Admission is free and open to the public. The Museum is located at 11200 Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax
Station, VA. www.fairfax-station.org, www.Facebook.com/FFXSRR, 703-425-9225.
For more information on this release, contact Joyce Hill, jhill@fairfax-station.org. Thank you.
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Northern Virginia Therapeutic Riding Program (NVTRP) is thrilled to announce that the
organization is moving forward in August with building the long-awaited Jean and Ric
Edelman Indoor Riding Arena on its 17-acre farm, at the corner of Popes Head and Clifton
Roads.
The facility will include a 17,000 square foot indoor riding arena, classroom, rider
observation area, and restrooms. It will be built on the footprint cleared during the first
phase of building in 2018/19, which included the construction of the Trefry Outdoor Riding
Arena, Kristen P. Cubbage Memorial Playground, parking, and a reconfigured entryway.
This round of construction will also include the completion of the sitework--an additional
row of parking, completing the bioretention basins that are part of the stormwater
management system, and the final landscaping.
TRINITY Group Construction is the general contractor for the project. They will
subcontract with Lonnie Suter of Quality Buildings to build the arena itself. Lonnie is
known and respected widely for building high quality, affordably priced equestrian
facilities. TRINITY Group will be on-site starting in early August, planning to mobilize
fully the week of August 17th.
NVTRP is a 40 year-old non-profit organization that helps children and adults with
disabilities, youth-at-risk, and recovering military service personnel reach their fullest
potential by riding and working with horses. This new space will allow clients to ride yearround, regardless of the weather, and also allow for an expansion of services, hopefully
eliminating the typical 1+ year waiting list.
If you have questions or concerns about the project, please contact Executive Director
Kelsey Gallagher at kgallagher@nvtrp.org or (703) 764-0269.
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Membership Corner
The CBA board is in the process of updating membership lists and creating a usable database
to track membership. I’m happy to say that we now have a completely updated, fully
functional database!
The majority of memberships in the CBA have lapsed, so I have now begun the process of
reaching out to past members via email. I’m getting quite a few email bounce backs, so I may
be following up by phone as well.
There will be a new online registration and renewal site launching soon or you can send the
form from the Clatter with payment.
If you are wondering if your membership has lapsed, or if you have questions about
membership, please don’t hesitate to email me at CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com. I’m
happy to answer any questions you have.
For current members, who are expiring, you will be receiving an email from me one month
before your renewal is due.
We are also trying to reach out to potential members, so please mention the CBA to your new
neighbors!

Jennifer M. Lowe Davis
Membership Chair
CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com (703) 307-3747
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A friendly reminder to please clean up after your furry friend.
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Attention All Post Office Box Holders in Clifton
When telling people your mailing address, please list the street info under your name
with the post office box below the street. It is also fine to just use the P.O. Box
number. Thanks!

Green Space in Clifton
All events taking place on any green space in Clifton need to be registered on the Town
calendar (which is kept by Donna Netschert) to avoid event collision regardless of
whether or not it is a private, Town or CBA sponsored event. Green space includes
Playground Park, Ayre Square and the 8 Acre Park. Groups larger than 10 need to make
a reservation and may be subject to rental fees.
To rent or reserve any green space, please call Donna Netschert at 703-830-2727 or
email villagetimesaver@aol.com.
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Information about the Clifton Clatter
and the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA)
Clifton Betterment Association Officers
President - Michelle Stein
1st Vice President - Jan Schneiderman
2nd Vice President - Steve Bittner
Secretary - Chris Spina
Treasurer - Mike Davis

Have a new
neighbor?
Be sure and share
your copy of the
Clifton Clatter
with them so they
can learn about
joining the CBA.

Clifton Clatter Volunteer Production Team
Volunteer Editors: Ann O’Dea
Email: cliftonclatter@gmail.com

Questions, concerns, or news to share? Contact the Clifton Clatter at
cliftonclatter@gmail.com. The Clifton Clatter is published four times per year and is the official
newsletter of the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA). Its contents are for information only.
Articles express the opinion of the authors, not the CBA. The CBA Officers, the Clatter
Publisher, and the contributors assume no responsibility for errors, omissions, or consequences
resulting from information provided in this edition. The CBA does not officially endorse any of
the products or services advertised herein.

The Clifton community affirms a desire to interact
with one another in an environment of respect and
integrity.
We are a community that:
-is committed to the dignity and value of one another.
-assumes the best in each other.
-communicates clearly and directly.
-provides open forums to address difficult issues in an orderly, respectful manner.
-behaves towards one another, both individually and collectively, with honesty, decency and
responsibility.
-holds the preservation of our unique historic character in the highest regard.
-participates in community activities, organizations and events in the best interest of all.

Something you would
like to see in the Clatter?
Please email us at
cliftonclatter@gmail.com

We will do our best to
include it in a future
edition.

Clifton Betterment Association
P.O. Box 94
Clifton, VA 20124
www.cliftonVA.org

Our Community, Our Clifton
Placing an Ad in the Clifton Clatter is Easy!
Display Ad Sizes and Rates:
Ad Size

Per Issue Price

1/8 Page
1/4 Page
1/2 Page (Landscape Only)
Full Page

$20
$40
$80
$160

Circle issue months:

Sep-- Dec

Ad Copy Changes: Fixed

Occasional

Variable

New ad copy by: 20th of the month prior to issue

Check: $ ____________ / #_______ Please make check payable to CBA.
Send check and this form to:
Clifton Clatter Advertising,, c/o Ann O’Dea, 6918 Clifton Rd., Clifton, VA 20124
Send ad (in a jpeg file) and instructions to cliftonclatter@gmail.com
Business Name: _______________________________________ Contact Person:
Email Address: ________________________________________ Phone:

___________________________________

__________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Special Instructions: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please contact cliftonclatter@gmail.com

