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President’s Corner
Is it spring yet? I see piles of snow right now
but I hope it is gone when you read this… Have
you heard about FITClifton which is the CBA
program to provide fitness opportunities? The
FITC walking group has been waiting for
warmer weather to get walking again, email
lbstrang@gmail.com to get on the evite list. Our first FITC
ping pong tournament was a huge success and we now have
two ping pong tables at the barn. We will certainly make ping
pong an annual event and big thanks go out to the organizers:
Jim Witt, Lynne Strang and Steve Bittner. My favorite part of
the ping pong was a surprise announcement of the engagement
of my stepdaughter Mimi Stein to Jay Davis. Mimi and Jay
volunteer at many CBA events and Mimi received a CBA
scholarship in 2008. The 2015 CBA scholarship application is
attached in this edition of the Clatter and we hope to announce
awards at the 5K. See you when the snow melts…

Michelle Stein is the President of the
Clifton Betterment Association (CBA)

www.cliftonva.org
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR!

March Easter Egg Hunt
April 21 VA Garden Club Garden Tour
May 16 Clifton Caboose Twilight Run
May 21 CCWC Homes Tour
June 20 Clifton Wine Festival
July 4 Picnic and Parade

See page 2 for love stories of some of
our favorite Clifton residents!

A Thirty+ Year History (with advice) of
The Town of Clifton’s Great Love Affairs !

Diane and Mark Reimers were married on September
17, 1960 after dating at CSU in Fort Collins, Colorado.
They met at a Westminister Foundation members
(Presbyterian) & Wesley Foundation (Methodist) “Get
Acquainted event. Mark said the Methodists were the
“play-ers” and Presbyterians were the “pray-ers”. 
Their wedding was in the church Diane had been
baptized in, in Southern Colorado where her father grew
up along with many cousins. Mark’s family, from
Lincoln, Nebraska, also came to celebrate their
marriage. They are both assiduous volunteers &
missionaries, Mark was named 1980 Volunteer of the
Year. Advice for a long marriage: Look at the long
range; a life time. Make sure a phase, isn’t a whim or
being “cool”. There will be highs & lows. Appreciation
of one another’s gifts/strong points & acceptance of
weaknesses, forms the basis of a lifetime together.
Today it seems important to have mutual agreement on
roles with regard to single/double careers &
responsibility with children.

Lucia & Steve Effros were married in October 1979, at
the home of friends in Burke, VA. They have lived in
Clifton on Ford Lane since December, 1980. Their 30
year old son, Jamie, grew up in Clifton & is an actor in
Brooklyn living with his wonderful girlfriend, also an
actor. Their advice for a long marriage: do a lot of deep
breathing, keep current, concentrate on the big things
you face together, honor one another's independence,
and take care of one another...keep each other's back!

Don & Betty Boyd were married on

July 11, 1947 (this
year is their 68th anniversary!) in Arlington, Virginia. Her
father cooked their first dinner! They moved to Clifton
on May 2, 1964 and renovated the Ivakota School
building as their handsome home in which they raised
two beautiful daughters, Robin Laurie & Donna Lynn.
Both Don & Betty are two of Clifton’s happiest people!
Their advice to a young couple: Have faith in God and
always keep a good sense of humor!

A

- married February 23, 1980.
Baby Jeffrey, now 30, is in our arms. Our advice: The
word Commitment will be tested more than once. Before
you marry make sure you & your partner fully
understand the magnitude of that word. Do the same for
the word honesty & early on let go of the idea you have
to be right!
Caryn & Jim Franca

most romantic, but tragic

Clifton love story:

Waneta Mae Kidwell

(daughter to George “Dock” E.
Kidwell) was born on January 10, 1914 in Sideburn, VA,

near the current VRE station & Target in Burke, VA. They
moved to Clifton when she was a baby.

James

“Jimmy” Buckley

was born in Clifton on June 28,
1912. Waneta's family lived on a large piece of property
on Clifton Road, (site of picture ), just past the Clifton
School. Jimmy's family lived in town on Chestnut Street.
Waneta & Jimmy were childhood sweethearts. They
attended Clifton School, up on the hill. It was both the
elementary and high school for the area. Children came
from as far away as Burke.
Jimmy delivered the
newspaper to Waneta's family. His father, D.W. Buckley
was one of the Buckley Bros. who owned Buckley
Brothers Store on Main Street. So, Jimmy had easy
access to candy! He knew Waneta liked Hershey Bars
with almonds so he included one each day in the
newspaper he delivered to her home! It was true love.
Everyone said they were made for each other. After high
school, they married on October 18, 1933. They
honeymooned in New York City & returned there every
year for a visit. They worked at the Department of
Agriculture, renting a D.C apartment in the fall & winter returning to Clifton in the spring & summer. World War II
arrived & Jimmy was drafted into the Army. He spent
four years in London & Paris in the quartermaster corps,
securing supplies for the troops - well suited for the
position because of his experience working in the
Buckley store. When he returned in 1946, now married
for 13 years they planned on starting a family. Sadly, it
seemed not to be. Yet they were still so happy together!
One day in 1949, Waneta thought she had the flu. It
turned out, at the age of 36, she was pregnant for the
first time with Deborah Jo Buckley, born on January 6,
1950 at George Washington University Hospital in D.C.
Waneta now was the happy housewife and mother;
Jimmy worked for the Office of Assessments for Fairfax
County. On October 20, 1950 on a business trip to
Richmond, he was killed in a car accident. Waneta &
little Debbie Jo were left without him. Many relatives and
friends in Clifton surrounded them with love and care.
Waneta & Deborah moved in with Waneta's sister's
family in Clifton while the Woodyard house - which
Waneta and Jimmy owned - was readied so Waneta,
Deborah & Waneta's parents, Hattie and Dock
Kidwell could move in together. In 1953, Waneta went to
work for Fairfax County’s Office of the General Registrar.
In 1956, Waneta was named General Registrar of Voters a
post she held until she retired in 1976. Her life was
dedicated to raising Deborah & working for Fairfax
County. In 1964 they moved to Kings Park, Springfield.
Not until after Deborah was grown and married did
Waneta marry again. She married L. Wickliffe Johnson
from Clifton in 1972. He died in 1981. Waneta and
Deborah's family combined their households into one
large home in Fairfax Station in 2001. Waneta lived an
active life until she began suffering the symptoms of
Parkinson's Disease in 2006. She kept her sharp memory
and inquisitive mind until she died of complications of
Parkinson's in 2009.

Donna & Jamie Netschert – Were married on July 17,
th

1976 – their 39 wedding anniversary is this year!. They
moved to Chestnut Street in October 1983. Caroline had
just turned 2! Their advice is to live one day at a time that is all we are promised and sometimes even less than
that. Knowing this, though, & loving someone is always
a learning curve.

Mike & Chris Booth – Shared a Valentine’s Wedding
rd

on February 13, 1982 and just celebrated their 33 wedding
anniversary. They raised their son, Matthew, now a
musician, in Clifton. Chris is a writer and has been a
long-time member of the Clifton Quilters club. They
believe since everyone is so different, it is difficult to share
marriage advice!

Come in and take a breath of spring!
12704 Chapel Road, Historic Clifton
703-543-6944 www.HydrangeaofClifton.com
Boutique Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11-5 Sunday 12-5 Closed on Monday
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Republican Women of Clifton to Host Susan Allen, Former First Lady of Virginia,
Presenting
“Remembering the Remarkable Ronald Reagan – Things he believed in”
The Republican Women of Clifton (RWC) welcome Susan Allen, former First Lady of Virginia and author of
The Remarkable Ronald Reagan, to speak at its March meeting. Ronald Reagan was an Allen family friend who
recruited Susan’s husband, George Allen, in 1976 to coordinate Young Virginians for Reagan. This success led George
Allen to answer the call of public service, by serving in the Virginia House of Delegates, US
Congress, as Virginia’s Governor and in the US Senate. Susan Allen considers her experiences as
George’s “sidekick” a rich and rewarding journey.
The event will be March 18 at Fairview Elementary School, 5815 Ox Road, Fairfax Station, at 7:00
pm. with refreshments. The business meeting will begin at 7:30 pm. Ms. Allen will be available for
book signing following the meeting.
Susan Allen grew up near Charlottesville and met her husband after casting an absentee ballot to
elect him to the Virginia House of Delegates. They have 3 children and currently reside in Mt. Vernon where Susan
enjoys kayaking on the Potomac, biking along the George Washington Parkway, and walks with her husband. Susan is a
notable speaker and contributes her talents to charitable causes. She currently serves on the James Madison University
Board of Visitors and, in 2013, added author to her list of accomplishments when her first book, The Remarkable
Ronald Reagan, was published. She enjoys sharing the story of the 40th and perhaps best president, and hopes that her
new book will inspire the next generation of leaders to have his qualities of integrity, work ethic, big dreams and a belief
that each person is free to prosper and achieve their goals.
In celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, Irish dancing will be demonstrated by student dancers.
About Republican Women of Clifton
The Republican Women of Clifton (RWC) is the fastest growing Republican Women’s club in Northern Virginia and is
comprised of conservative women from Clifton, Centreville, Fairfax Station, Fairfax, Lorton, and surrounding areas. For
more information, please visit www.CliftonGOP.com.

82nd Annual House and Garden Tour
April 18-25, 2015
Did you know that there will be a Historic Garden Week House and Garden Tour in Clifton/
Fairfax Station on Tuesday April 21, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.? This tour is part of Historic
Garden Week sponsored by the Garden Club of Virginia. Known as “America’s Largest Open
House”, Historic Garden Week in Virginia is the oldest and largest statewide event of its kind in
the nation. With the coordinated effort of 47 member clubs, 3,400 volunteers statewide, 32
house and garden tours featuring 200 private home and gardens and 50 historic landmarks take
place over 8 consecutive days. All proceeds fund the restoration and preservation of Virginia’s
historic public gardens such as Mr. Vernon, Kenmore and Monticello.
Our local tour hosted by the Garden Club of Fairfax will take place on Tuesday April 21, 2015
and will feature four homes with gardens and two stables in the Clifton/Fairfax Station area.
The Tour Information Center is at Clifton Presbyterian Church.
Tickets are available for purchase at The Clifton Wine Shop, Hydrangea of Clifton and La Bella
Luce in Clifton. We appreciate the businesses in Clifton that have supported our tour.
To find out more information, visit these websites:
www.vagardenweek.org
www.gardencluboffairfax.blogspot.com
For information:

For photographs and/or information:

Sue Wickwire
Fairfax@vagardenweek.org
suewickwire@hotmail.com
703 759-0151

Donna Moulton
Fairfax@vagardenweek.org
dsmoulton@cox.net
703 266-8622
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The Clifton/Fairfax Station Homes Tour and Silent Auction, hosted by the Clifton Community Woman’s Club, will be held Thur sday, May
21, 2015. Tour: 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM. Silent Auction: 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM. Proceeds from the Tour and Silent Auction benefit local charities and
scholarships through the Club’s 501(c)(3) Charitable Trust. Tour three extraordinary homes and the incredible garden of a fourth home, and visit
our silent auction at the Clifton Presbyterian Church. Tickets: $25 in advance, $30 the day of the tour. Free Admission to Silent Auction. Please
visit www.cliftoncwc.org or call 703-609-3479. Ticket sales begin in April.

The Clifton Arts Council will be holding auditions and seeking volunteers for the Clifton Dinner Theatre event
by appointment this month. The show will go up the first week in June. All inquiries should go to
CliftonArtsCouncil@gmail.com. For auditions we'll be asking for a prepared piece of music, a monologue, a
scene, an original skit, or an improvisational performance piece - and video submissions are welcome/
encouraged (send links to the email above). For volunteers - just bring the desire to get involved and help out!
No experience needed! :)

On Saturday, March 21, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., The Friends of the Fairfax Station will sponsor a
guided Civil War Tour to include the site of the Battle of Sangster's Station, Historic St. Mary's Church
and sites where the famous Mosby's Raiders fought. Tour cost $30 per person; $20 for Station members. Tour
begins at the Fairfax Station Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station Road. Wear clothing and shoes suitable
for low stress hiking. Lunch at a local restaurant or bring your own. Space is limited. Contact the Station at
events@fairfax-station.org or 703-425-9225. www.fairfax-station.org. Like us on Facebook,
www.facebook.com/FFXSRR.
Table Top N Gauge Model Trains will be on display and running at the Fairfax Station Railroad Museum on
Sunday, April 12, 2015 from 1-4 p.m. The Museum is located at 11200 Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax Station, VA. Admission is free for Museum members and children 4 and under; $2 children 5-15 and $4 adults
16 and older. www.fairfax-station.org, 703-425-9225. Like us on Facebook, www.facebook.com/FFXSRR.

On February 1st the Democratic Women of Clifton and Northern
Virginia (DWCNV) celebrated our 10th Anniversary at the home of
member Liz Maggio. Thanks and recognition were given to former and
current Steering Committee members who have helped make the
DWCNV the wonderful, welcoming political organization that it is today.
Many local electeds and candidates were in attendance to celebrate this
milestone. In honor of the DWCNV's 10th, members collected gift cards,
Metro passes and monetary donations to benefit Operation Renewed
Hope Foundation, an organization that provides housing assistance to
homeless veterans and their families and supports Governor Terry
McAuliffe's declaration that Virginia will end veteran homelessness by
the end of 2015.
Also in February a fun and enlightening Richmond tour of the General
Assembly, Executive Mansion and the Capitol Building was offered by
hosts Senator George and Jane Barker.
On Sunday, March 15th from 3-5 p.m. at the Clifton Community Hall, the DWCNV along with the
Springfield District Democratic Committee and the Fairfax County Democratic Committee will sponsor a
program which addresses the serious problem of human trafficking and what you can do about it. Northern
Virginia is one of the top five human trafficking locations in the country. The general public is invited to
attend and hear the steps Northern Virginia groups are taking to stop human trafficking from combined law
enforcement/county, legislative, and victim services perspectives. Speakers will be State Senator Adam P.
Ebbin; Elizabeth Payne, Ed.D., Member, Northern Virginia Human Trafficking Task Force and K-12
Coordinator for Health, Family Life Education and Physical Education for Fairfax Co. Public Schools; and
Jenna Jacoby, Mentor Coordinator, Youth for Tomorrow.
All Democratic women in Northern Virginia are warmly invited to become members of this active and friendly organization. For more information, write cliftonwomendems@aol.com or visit the DWCNV website at
www.democraticwomenofclifton.org
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Clifton Lions – ‘We Serve’
The Clifton Lions will celebrate their 46th year on March 22 with a dinner celebration at the Fairfax Country Club. We currently have
over 60 members, all volunteer service-minded men and women who are interested in improving their community. In January, we presented
checks from the Labor Day Car show to Life With Cancer at Fairfax Inova (over $21,000) and Northern Virginia Therapeutic Riding (over $11,
000) – thanks for all the great support we received from the residents of Clifton, we couldn’t have done it without you! At a recent club meeting,
we ‘assembled’ 150 food backpacks for elementary school children in support of Centreville United Methodist Church. Our annual pancake
breakfast is on April 26 from 8 am to 1 pm at the Clifton Presbyterian Church. We will also host local Boy Scout troops (and parents) on their
annual new scout camp out on May 2-3 at the Northern Virginia Lions Youth Camp near Paris, Virginia and Sky Meadows State Park.
The Clifton Lions have been a part of the Clifton community for over 40 years, chartered in 1969 as part of the world’s largest community service organization. At the heart of the Clifton Lions are its members, all volunteer service-minded men and women who are interested in
improving their community. The Lions are well known for their signature charitable work serving the sight and hearing impaired since 1925,
when Helen Keller spoke at the Lions International Convention and asked the Lions to become "knights of the blind in the crusade against darkness." The Clifton Lions Club collects used eyeglasses for recycling and regularly funds low cost eyeglasses and hearing aids for County referrals in this area. But the Clifton Lions also provide service and raise money for many other important projects including local Scout organizations, the Clifton Labor Day Car Show, health insurance for children of low income families in Fairfax County, the Serve Inc. food pantry and
shelter in Manassas, the Clifton Presbyterian Church, and the Northern Virginia Lions Youth Camp.
The Clifton Lions Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month starting at 7:00 PM, at the Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039. Membership is open for community and service minded individuals – see our web site
at www.clcv.clubexpress.com or call Jim Boatner, 703-209-7421.

Photos courtesy of Jim Chesley
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FITClifton
CBA Hosts Ping Pong Tournament

More than 40 participants turned out for the First Annual CBA Ping Pong Tournament held on Saturday, February
7 at the Clifton Town Hall. Some players volleyed with admirable skill. Others hadn’t held a ping pong paddle in
years (if ever). In the end, everyone had a good time – which was the main objective of the day.
Tournament winners were:
Kids under 12 – Champion: Gannon Rau Runner up: Thomas Clifton
Kids 12-14 – Champion: Tommy Anton Runner up: Joe Clifton
Kids 15-17– Champion: Kevin Graine Runner up: Christina Anton
Adult Beginner – Champion: Erik Alanz Runner up: Jim Oxley
Adult Intermediate – Champion: Jason Lawrence Runner up: Bill Ference
Adult Advanced –Champion: Jeff Marquis Runner up: Steve Bittner
The youngest players received a treat from Cupcaked. Adding to the fun was an engagement announcement from
Mimi Stein and Jay Davis who, like other spectators, found an empty table and batted a ball back and forth during
breaks in between tournament matches.
The tournament was part of Get Fit Clifton, a CBA initiative started last year. Planning task force members for the
event were Michelle Stein, Steve Bittner, Jim Witt and Lynne Strang. Special thanks go to volunteer Pat Lasus and
to the Clifton neighbors who lent their ping pong tables and paddles.
For more information about Get Fit Clifton, please contact Lynne (lbstrang@gmail.com) or Michelle
(michellestein@cox.net).
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Attention All Post Office Box Holders in Clifton
When telling people your mailing address, please list the street info under your name
with the post office box below the street. It is also fine to just use the P.O. Box
number. Thanks!

Green Space in Clifton
All events taking place on any green space in Clifton need to be registered on the Town
calendar (which is kept by Donna Netschert) to avoid event collision regardless of
whether or not it is a private, Town or CBA sponsored event. Green space includes
Playground Park, Ayre Square and the 8 Acre Park. Groups larger than 10 need to make
a reservation and may be subject to rental fees.
To rent or reserve any green space, please call Donna Netschert at 703-830-2727 or
email villagetimesaver@aol.com.
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Information about the Clifton Clatter
and the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA)
Clifton Betterment Association Officers
President - Michelle Stein
1st Vice President - Jan Schneiderman
2nd Vice President - Steve Bittner
Secretary - Chris Spina

Treasurer - Anthony Reid

Have a new
neighbor?
Be sure and share
your copy of the
Clifton Clatter
with them so they
can learn about
joining the CBA.

Clifton Clatter Volunteer Production Team
Volunteer Editors: Sara Holbrook, Ann O’Dea and Elizabeth Vittori
Email: cliftonclatter@gmail.com

Questions, concerns, or news to share? Contact the Clifton Clatter at
cliftonclatter@gmail.com. The Clifton Clatter is published four times per year and is the official
newsletter of the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA). Its contents are for information only.
Articles express the opinion of the authors, not the CBA. The CBA Officers, the Clatter
Publisher, and the contributors assume no responsibility for errors, omissions, or consequences
resulting from information provided in this edition. The CBA does not officially endorse any of
the products or services advertised herein.

The Clifton community affirms a desire to interact
with one another in an environment of respect and
integrity.
We are a community that:

-communicates clearly and directly.

Something you would
like to see in the Clatter?
Please email us at

-provides open forums to address difficult issues in an orderly, respectful manner.

cliftonclatter@gmail.com

-behaves towards one another, both individually and collectively, with honesty, decency and
responsibility.

We will do our best to
include it in a future
edition.

-is committed to the dignity and value of one another.
-assumes the best in each other.

-holds the preservation of our unique historic character in the highest regard.

Clifton Betterment Association
P.O. Box 94
Clifton, VA 20124
www.cliftonVA.org

Our Community, Our Clifton
Placing an Ad in the Clifton Clatter is Easy!
Display Ad Sizes and Rates:
Ad Size

Per Issue Price

1/8 Page
1/4 Page
1/2 Page (Landscape Only)
Full Page

$20
$40
$80
$160

Circle issue months:

Sep-- Dec

Ad Copy Changes: Fixed

Occasional

Variable

New ad copy by: 20th of the month prior to issue

Check: $ ____________ / #_______ Please make check payable to CBA.
Send check and this form to:
Clifton Clatter Advertising, c/o Sara Holbrook, 12122 Wolf Valley Dr., Clifton, VA 20124
Send ad (in a jpeg file) and instructions to cliftonclatter@gmail.com
Business Name: _______________________________________ Contact Person:
Email Address: ________________________________________ Phone:

___________________________________

__________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Special Instructions: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please contact Sara Holbrook at saraholbrook4@cox.net

