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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR! 

Michelle Stein is the President of the  

Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) 

Our 4th Annual Ping Pong tournament is 
coming up and to get you “pinging” the 
CBA is sponsoring 3 nights of “ponging” 

prior to the event. Just show up and    
practice or come and learn to play. Jan 4th 
and 18th and Feb 1st from 6:30 to 8 pm at 
the Town Hall.  If we have interest this 
could continue as a regular event. It is 

sure a great way to get out of the house in the winter!  
 
Looking for a great holiday gift? Something for a new 
neighbor, or a going away gift for someone leaving 
town? How about some winter reading for yourself? 

Pick up a hard cover copy of Clifton: Brigadoon in     
Virginia. The book was published in 2007 and contains 
stories and photos of life in and around Clifton,           
including updates to the 1st edition which came out in 

1980. If you are interested in seeing the book, or would 
like to purchase a copy, please contact Sydney           
sydneysawyer26@gmail.com. Price is $20  

January 4 and 18 Ping Pong 

February 1 Ping  Pong 

February 10  Ping Pong Tournament 



 

 

Historic Clifton 

  

 It was the year BEFORE women first had the national right to vote (1919).  The 19th Amendment 
would become the Law of the Land on August 26, 1920.  So “Womenkind” was a phrase heard in the north, 
south, east and west of our great land!  Here in Fairfax County, a jolly and festive Christmas celebration     
occurred, featuring Clifton musicians from our Kidwell clan.  This happy event, within miles of              
Clifton, surely became the “grapevine story” for this end of the county.  (Please note who portrayed a Mrs. Santa 

Claus – arriving in of all things – an automobile!)  This is also perhaps a story of “things to come” later in the    
coming year! 
               The Methodist Episcopal Church South of Fairfax (now Fairfax United Methodist Church) had 
changed congregations & names over a number of years.  It was largely a white congregation although early 
records from 1800-1850 show a strong one-third African-American presence in its membership and         
attendees.  Originally located in Duncan’s Chapel for 134 years (near today’s Massey Building), their      
vibrant and alive Sunday School program, with Superintendent Mr. Charles Wesley Israel at its helm had a 
loyal and devoted following. Mr. Israel later became ordained as a pastor.  From a white family and born in 
Vienna, VA, he went on to  graduate from Northwestern University in Chicago in 1925.  Reverend Israel 
later went on to pastor churches in Maryland. 
               Enjoy this story of a local church congregation, their last Christmas celebration, just before   
Women officially Won the Right to Vote! 
(and with gratitude for Christopher Barbuschak from the Fairfax County Library Virginia Room for added research herein) 

Lynne Garvey -Hodge     
 
Fairfax Herald, January 2, 1920 
“Christmas Entertainment” – Children of the M.E. Church South, Have a Fine Time 
 
 Santa Claus often visits Sunday School entertainments at this season of the year, but it is seldom that 
he brings his better half with him, but Saturday night last both Mr. and Mrs. Claus were Fairfax visi-
tors.  The occasion was the annual Christmas Sunday School entertainment of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South of Fairfax, which was held in the town hall. 
             The hall was filled with members of the Sunday School, and many others who were not, and a most 
pleasant time was had.  Mr. Wesley Israel, Superintendent of the school was a master of ceremonies.   
              A program of recitations and other features were given by Misses Mary Susan Wiley, Helen and 
Virginia Kidwell and Roberdeau Allison.  Miss Viola Kidwell, at the piano, played accompaniments.  
Games followed and while they were in progress, the tooting of an automobile horn announced the arrival of 
Santa and his wife.   
              Santa was so anxious to get with the children he ran away from Mrs. Claus, and she had to hunt 
him up, and in the presence of the entire assemblage, she gave him a good scolding for leaving her behind, 
showing that even the good old soul was bossed by his womenkind! 
               Each member of the school was presented with a box of candy from the tree that stood in the hall, 
and afterward, every one present was treated to ice cream and cake.  Mr. Wesley Israel, as a mark of the 
high esteem in which he is held was presented with a handsome scarf pin in the shape of a bunch of grapes 
made of pearls and in a gold mounting. 
               Mr. Philip L. Cummins, as Santa and Mr. Elton Holbrook, as Mrs. Santa, added much fun to the 
evening! 
 
Happy Holidays and a Joyous “Ho, Ho, Ho!” to everyone! 
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      Clifton Community Ping Pong  

Come out and play ping pong with your 

neighbors.  

All levels and ages welcome. 

A fantastic opportunity to tune up your 

skills for the  

February 10th Ping Pong Tournament. 

Thursdays: January 4th and 18th,        

February 1st 

6:30 to 8:00 

Clifton Town Hall 

Email sweetannalines@gmail.com for more infomation 

mailto:sweetannalines@gmail.com


 

 

Around Clifton  
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Hello from Juan and Renee Navarro, the owners of The Wine Attic. 

 

The Wine Attic will offer wine & beer tasting, pairings, light snacks, wine & beer education, as well as   

private and semiprivate event rentals. We will carry hundreds of different wines from around the corner 

and around the world, all of which have been tasted and chosen by the owners. 

 

Our goal is simple: To create a friendly space where anyone can come in and instantly feel at home. We 

want wine & craft beer to be fun and accessible. There are no bad questions or wrong answers when it 

comes to your personal tastes and we know there will be something for everyone to love. 

 

We are passionate about representing great products as well as providing an outstanding guest experience. 

Please like our Facebook and Instagram pages (@TheWineAttic). 

 

We intend to open our doors to the world on Friday September 8. Stay tuned to this page for more           

developments. 

See you up in The Attic! 
Juan and Renee 
The Wine Attic 
7145 Main Street, 2nd Floor 
Clifton, VA 20124 
(703) 543-8406 

 
Are you experiencing issues with: 

•IBS 

•Brain Fog 

•Bloating or Constipation 

•Lack of Energy 

•Trouble Sleeping 

•Headaches 

•Anxiety 

 

It might all stem from your gut health and 

Plexus might help. 60 day money back 

guarantee!  Contact Julie Thompson at 

julthomps@gmail.com for more              

information.  

https://www.facebook.com/TheWineAttic/?fref=mentions
tel:%28703%29%20543-8406
mailto:julthomps@gmail.com
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All Democratic women of Northern Virginia are welcome to become members of the Democratic Women of Clifton 
and Northern Virginia (DWCNV), a friendly, active political organization that is social, too!  We support our          
candidates, encourage our members to take political action on important issues, and hold educational meetings on 
timely topics.  Meetings are held on Sunday afternoons, 3-5 p.m., at the Clifton Town Hall.  For more information, go 
to: www.DemocraticWomenofClifton.org  or email cliftonwomendems@aol.com.  
 
At our November meeting, in the spirit of the holidays, we heard about the work of two charitable organizations that 
we support annually and learned how our donations make a difference in the lives of children and families all across 
Northern Virginia.  You do not have to be a member of the DWCNV, and it is not too late, to contribute to these 
worthwhile projects:   Fairfax Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue and Britepaths. 
 
As in years past, the Firefighters organization is accepting new, unwrapped toys for children of all ages for its annual 
Toy Drive. Also, gift cards to local department stores like Target, Best Buy, and Old Navy are needed for older      
children, as well as checks payable to “Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue” for purchase of winter coats for      
children.  Working with the nationwide program Operation Warm to buy coats made in America, the Firefighters    
provide more than 3,000 coats to children in Northern Virginia each winter. The Firefighters work with local schools, 
shelters, and churches to identify and serve children in need (www.ffandfriends2therescue.org).  You may donate to 
the Firefighters project until December 10th. 
 
Britepaths (http://Britepaths.org ), formerly known as Our Daily Bread, provides year-round programs that help     
tabilize families by giving them short-term food and financial assistance. Britepaths also offers classes, mentoring, 
and guidance to help families become financially independent and resilient. Especially during the holiday season, the 
organization welcomes donations of gift cards from local food stores such as Giant, Shoppers, Wegman’s, Target, and 
Walmart, or checks payable to “Britepaths,” for purchasing food gift cards for families they serve. DWCNV will   
ollect for this project until December 31st. 
 
All donations are tax deductible.  To donate, mail gift cards or checks (made out to either organization) to DWCNV, 
P.O. Box 143, Clifton, VA 20124.  Contact us at cliftonwomendems@aol.com if you have questions.  We will also 
pick up toys.      
 
After the November meeting, DCWNV members gathered at a local restaurant for dinner together to celebrate the   
holidays and our recent Democratic wins. These strictly social dinners every few months are becoming a tradition and 
are another benefit of membership in the DWCNV. 
 
We will next meet on Sunday, January 21st, for our Annual General Meeting and a presentation on General Assembly 
legislation from local state senators and delegates.  On Sunday, February 11th, we will celebrate the 13th Anniversary 
of the DWCNV at the home of a member.  
 
 

http://www.democraticwomenofclifton.org/
mailto:cliftonwomendems@aol.com
http://www.ffandfriends2therescue.org/
http://britepaths.org/
mailto:cliftonwomendems@aol.com


 

 

Save the Date! 

  

4th Annual CBA  

Ping Pong Tournament 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Saturday, February 10, 2018 

Clifton Town Hall 

  

No fee to enter! All ages and levels of experience welcome!  

  

Registration opens in early January.  

  
For more information, please contact Michelle Stein (michellestein@cox.net) or 
Lynne Strang (lbstrang@gmail.com). 

mailto:michellestein@cox.net
mailto:lbstrang@gmail.com


 

 

 

Around Clifton  

Stop by and visit our new TreeHouse above Wheelhouse!  We are excited to 
announce that Wheelhouse Mind Body Studio has opened a second studio    
upstairs! This new space offers more space, a serene atmosphere and beautiful 
views of the trees.  We are offering more classes with the new space and more 
retail downstairs in our WheelHouse Boutique. Come on by and see what we 
have to offer. The new Schedule is online on our website 

www.wheelhousemindbodystudio.com or you can pick one up in the studio! 
We are so excited to offer yoga, pilates, workshops and teacher trainings to the 
Clifton Community!!  

http://www.wheelhousemindbodystudio.com


 

 

 

STARTING THE NEW YEAR “RIGHT” 
 
The Republican Women of Clifton (RWC) are busy putting together plans for 2018 under the confident 
leadership of president-elect Tyna Gaylor.  Fasten your seatbelts!  She is following the talented and       
energetic past RWC presidents who have built, expanded and guided the club since 2007.    
 
Come join us at Fairview Elementary School on Wednesday, January 17, for the first membership meeting 
of the New Year.  Starting time is 7:30 PM but doors open at 7 PM for a bit of socializing and           
snacking.  Lolita Macheno-Smoak, who ran as a candidate for the first time during this past election, will 
speak about what it was like to run a campaign and what were the lessons learned. 
 
Save the date of February 10 for the debate between the candidates vying for chairman of the Fairfax 
County Republican Committee.  Our club is taking an active role in the planning of this event. 
 
We invite you to visit our website at www.CliftonGOP.com . . . and join us in making our little piece of 
Virginia “Great Again!” 

Republican Women of Clifton 

Clifton Clatter                          Page 8 

Volume 55, Issue 4 

http://www.cliftongop.com


 

 Volume 55, Issue 4 



 

 

Volume 55, Issue 4 

Membership Corner 

Last year, the CBA board began the process of updating membership lists and  
creating usable database to track membership.  I’m happy to say that we now have 
a completely updated, fully functional database! 
 
The majority of memberships in the CBA have lapsed, so I have now begun the 
process of reaching out to past members via email.  I’m getting quite a few email 
bounce backs, so I may be following up by phone as well.   
 
If you know that your membership has lapsed, please go ahead and renew online 
(https://www.signmeup.com/site/reg/register.aspx?fid=6X2VMJ7).  You can also 
send in the form in the Clatter via snail mail.  
 
If you are wondering if your membership has lapsed, or if you have questions 
about membership, please don't hesitate to email me at 
CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com.  I’m happy to answer any questions you have. 
 
For current members who are expiring, you will be receiving an email from me 
one month before your renewal is due.   
 
We are also trying to reach out to potential members, so please mention the CBA 
to your new neighbors!  
 
Jennifer M. Lowe Davis 
Membership Chair 
CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com 
703-307-3747 
 

https://www.signmeup.com/site/reg/register.aspx?fid=6X2VMJ7
mailto:CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com
mailto:CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com


 

 

Schedule your No Cost 

No Obligation 

Free Estimate 

Today! 

Lock in your appointment ASAP to get first  

pick from our best promotions 

Local Representative- Daniel Duncan Piraino 703-407-7092 
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"Do you want a smooth and successful college application experience?  Cutting 
EdgUcation College Preparation streamlines, organizes and energizes the college 
transition process for parents and students to ensure a smooth and successful 
college experience; putting the fun into the college decision-making    process for 
the entire family.  
 
Register for a Cutting EdgUcation College Preparation course or work one-on-one 
with an application adviser!" 
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Attention All Post Office Box Holders in Clifton  

When telling people your mailing address, please list the street info under your name 

with the post office box below the street.  It is also fine to just use the P.O. Box       

number.  Thanks! 

Green Space in Clifton 

All events taking place on any green space in Clifton need to be registered on the Town 
calendar (which is kept by Donna Netschert) to avoid event collision regardless of 
whether or not it is a private, Town or CBA sponsored event.  Green space  includes 
Playground Park, Ayre Square and the 8 Acre Park.  Groups larger than 10 need to make 
a reservation and may be subject to rental fees. 

To rent or reserve any green space, please call Donna Netschert at 703-830-2727 or 
email villagetimesaver@aol.com. 
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A  Friendly Reminder to please clean up after your furry friend.   

Clifton Clatter 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Have a new  

neighbor?  
 

Be sure and share 

your copy of the  

Cli fton Clatter   

with them so they 

can learn about   

joining the CBA. 

Questions, concerns, or news to share? Contact the Clifton Clatter at  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com. The Clifton Clatter is published four times per year and is the official 

newsletter of the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA). Its contents are for information only. 

Articles express the opinion of the authors, not the CBA. The CBA Officers, the Clatter         

Publisher, and the contributors assume no responsibility for errors, omissions, or consequences 

resulting from information provided in this edition. The CBA does not officially endorse any of 

the products or services advertised herein.  

Clifton Clatter Volunteer Production Team  

Volunteer Editor: Ann O’Dea  

Email: cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

Clifton Betterment Association Officers 
 President - Michelle Stein 

1st Vice President - Jan Schneiderman 

2nd Vice President  - Steve Bittner 

Secretary - Chris Spina 

Treasurer - Anthony Reid 

Information about the Clifton Clatter  

and the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) 

T h e  C l i f t o n  c o m m u n i t y  a f f i r m s  a  d e s i r e  t o  i n t e r a c t  

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  r e s p e c t  a n d  

i n t e g r i t y .  

Something you would 

like to see in the Clatter? 

Please email us at  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

We will do our best to 

include it in a future  

edition. 

We are a community that: 

-is committed to the dignity and value of one another. 

-assumes the best in each other. 

-communicates clearly and directly. 

-provides open forums to address difficult issues in an orderly, respectful manner. 

-behaves towards one another, both individually and collectively, with honesty, decency and         

responsibility. 

-holds the preservation of our unique historic character in the highest regard. 

-participates in community activities, organizations and events in the best interest of all. 



Own an Authentic NASCAR Replica of  the 

Life with Cancer® Race Car!  

Pictured above is the #23 Life with Cancer race car from the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 

held on October 2, 2016 at Dover International Speedway, driven by David Ragan.   

$10 
100% of proceeds benefit  

Inova Life with Cancer 



 

 

Our Community,  Our Clifton  

C l i f t o n  B e tt e r m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P.O. Box 94 

Clifton, VA 20124 
www.cliftonVA.org 

Placing an Ad in the Clifton Clatter is Easy! 
Display Ad Sizes and Rates:   

 

 

 

 

Check: $ ____________  / #_______ Please make check payable to CBA. 

Send check and this form to: 
Clifton Clatter Advertising, c/o Sara Holbrook, 12122 Wolf Valley Dr.,  Clifton, VA 20124 
Send ad (in a jpeg file) and instructions to cliftonclatter@gmail.com 
 

Business Name:  _______________________________________  Contact Person: ___________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________  Phone:  __________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Special Instructions:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Please contact Sara Holbrook at saraholbrook4@cox.net 

Ad Size        Per Issue Price 

1/8 Page   $20      

1/4 Page   $40  

1/2 Page (Landscape Only) $80  

   Full Page  $160 

Circle issue months:    Sep-- Dec         

Ad Copy Changes:    Fixed   Occasional Variable 

New ad copy by: 20th of the month prior to issue 


