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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR! 

Dec  7 @ 2:00 Horse Parade 

4:00 –7:00  Candlelight Homes Tour 

7:30 Christmas Tree Lighting 

4:00 –8:00 Art Guild Exhibit  

Dec 8 4:00-6:00 Children’s Holiday Party 

Michelle Stein is the President of the  

Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) 

W asn’t Halloween fun???? Thank 

you to all who donated candy.  Did you 

know that in addition to the donations, 

the CBA purchases over $750 more for distribution? 

Once again, Sarah Nitz has done the hard work of 

hauling the goodies to all the houses in town. Please let 

any non-CBA neighbors who have trick or treaters 

know that their contributions are needed next year. 

And encourage them to join the CBA. The children’s 

holiday party is another free event for the wee ones of 

the CBA and a great way for them to talk to Santa in 

our small town environment. If you are interested in 

New Year’s fun we need someone to plan a NYE    

party.  Email michellestein@cox.net if you want to 

PARTY! 

 

mailto:michellestein@cox.net
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Join us at the Clifton Town Hall on Sunday, December 8th from 4-6pm.  We will 

have the following fun activities: 

- Pictures with Santa 

- “Holiday Hop” with elf instructor 

- Keepsake holiday craft 

- Pizza, refreshments and cookies 

PLEASE BRING TWO CANNED GOODS FOR EACH CHILD ATTENDING. 

    Children’s Holiday Hop! 



 

 

Democratic Women of Clifton and Northern Virginia (DWCNV)  

The DWCNV met on November 17 to work on the annual holiday projects benefiting area children and families in 

need.   For the third year, DWCNV is coordinating with the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department (FCFRD) to 

collect toys and monetary donations for coats for needy children throughout Northern Virginia.  Also, as in recent 

years, the DWCNV is sponsoring a collection of grocery store gift cards to benefit Our Daily Bread, a local nonprofit 

organization that provides food and assistance to Northern Virginia families experiencing financial hardship.  You do 

not have to be a DWCNV member to contribute to these worthy tax-deductible projects.  Donations will be accepted 

for the FCFRD toy and coat drives until December 7.   Contact us at cliftonwomendems@aol.com to arrange for toy 

pick up.  Checks for the coat drive may be made payable to:  Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue and mailed to 

DWCNV, P.O. Box 143, Clifton, VA 20124.  Checks made payable 

to Our Daily Bread and grocery store gift cards will be accepted 

until December 31 and may be mailed to the DWCNV address. 

At the DWCNV’s September 15 general membership meeting,    

special guest speaker Eleanor Clift, a contributor to Newsweek and 

The Daily Beast, author, and a member of The McLaughlin Group, 

addressed the role of women in politics and offered suggestions for 

shattering the last glass ceiling. Ms. Clift observed that women 

don’t tend to start on the path to elective office as early as men and waiting to do so can be a barrier to success.  She 

pointed out then when women are on the ballot they win at the same rate as their male counterparts.  Ms. Clift also 

discussed some of the rising women stars in both the Democratic and Republican parties and, to the delight of 

DWCNV members, she responded to a number of wide-ranging questions on the state of politics and her most      

memorable experiences as a long-standing member of The McLaughlin Group.   

The general membership meeting held on October 6 focused on the November 5 statewide 

election.  Special guest Mrs. Dorothy McAuliffe updated DWCNV members on her      

husband’s campaign.  A mother of five and exceedingly accomplished in her own right, 

Mrs. McAuliffe holds a J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.  As Virginia’s new 

first lady, Mrs. McAuliffe looks forward to continuing her efforts to improve childhood 

nutrition and food security throughout the Commonwealth.  She is particularly interested in 

improving food delivery systems and increasing access to nutritious and fresh food for      

Virginia’s children and families while promoting local agricultural economic development 

opportunities and improving health and education outcomes. 

The next DWCNV general membership meeting will be held on Sunday, January 19, 2014.  

All Democratic women in Northern Virginia are warmly invited to become members of this active and friendly       

organization.  Meetings are held on Sundays from 3 - 5 p.m. in the Clifton Community Hall.  For more information, 

write cliftonwomendems@aol.com or visit the DWCNV website at www.democraticwomenofclifton.org. 
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The Clifton Café is serving up some awesome specials and events!  

Join us every Wednesday for “Wine Down Wednesday” offering 1/2 price select bottles of wine from 5-9.   

Thursday is “Ladies Night”  featuring discounts on cocktails, beer, wine and appetizers from 5-9.   

And let’s not forget about our Live Music Line-up for December and January: 

12/7– Jay Elliot from 5-8:30 

12/21– Jay Elliot from 5-8:30 
 

We can’t wait to see you! 

 

Home & Gift Boutique 

12704 Chapel Road (Formerly Baskets & Boughs) 

Historic Clifton, Virginia 20124 

703-543-6944 

hydrangeaofclifton@gmail.com     

NOW OPEN & Ready for the Holidays! 

Holiday Hours: Monday-Saturday 10-6: Sunday 12-5 



 

 

 

Historic Clifton 

In December of 1891, the United States was enjoying - and struggling with - the continued presence of 

the Railroads.  Having survived the Great Train Wreck of 1856, the Railroad strikes of 1877, the     

ravaged Railroads from the Civil War and the victory of Promontory Point, Utah, May 10, 1869 –     

Clifton sat on the path of great commerce in Fairfax County, Virginia.  The December 11, 1891 issue of 

the “Fairfax Herald” (which cost 5 cents!) gave the Town of Clifton a grand Christmas gift in its glow-

ing description of the economic prosperity she was enjoying.  Sadly, though, the realities of a “rough 

and ready” existence – replete with unexpected human loss – was also the order of the day.  

          Now, nearly 122 years later, Clifton’s citizens are again realizing the gift of each day AND           

enjoying a boom of economic prosperity with Petersons Ice Cream Depot, a flamingly successful ice 

cream stand, delicious crepes in the Clifton Café, outstanding burgers in The Main St. Pub, romantic 

dinners in the “Old Hotel”, (now Trummer’s) and who would have guessed…the introduction of 

“Pizza-to-Go” from Villagio! One has to wonder how folks in the year 2,135 will remember the good 

old days in Clifton of 2013!   Happy Holiday - 2013, Clifton – you know how to keep the spirit alive 

with candlelight, carols and fun at the Caboose!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
“Clifton”, from the “Fair fax Herald”, December  11, 1891 

“With the many and varied industries of this inland railroad village, it promises to lead many of the other 

towns of the county in importance.  The diversity of its projects is wonderful.  Only a few years since the   

attention of the surrounding country was called to its central location for the business needs of the           

community, and now it boasts of four quite flourishing stores, where farmers from a wide section of country 

can find the greatest and most convenient facilities for obtaining all the supplies they may require.  All    

needed dry goods are found at the enterprising houses of Ford & Buckley, Payne & Quigg, Whalen & Co., 

and all notions at Mrs. Ayres’ and a general supply of feed for all kinds.  Fertilizers and patent machinery of 

any sort desired can be found in the extensive ware rooms of the gentlemen named.  A number one wheel-

wright and undertaker’s establishment, and one of the best wagon ironing and general blacksmith shops in 

the country, a good boarding house, and a genteel and orderly bar.  A gentlemanly but firm Justice of the 

Peace who though young and a novitiate in the magisterial office has already gained substantial friends in all 

classes by his kindly but fearless discharge of his duties, though in this peaceful and orderly place but little 

requires the interference of the strong arm of the law, so the man on the watch tower has but little to do.    

Besides the above advantages, we have one of the finest soap stone quarries in the country just out of the   

village, and already large quantities have been shipped by rail to foreign points.  The R.R. cross tie traffic is 

immense, also the poplar wood business, cord pine wood and the hoop pole** industry, necessitated by the 

sugar trade with Cuba, are all being carried on by Mr. F. C. Mayhugh who is one of the most enterprising and 

pushing citizens of the place.  Then the mills and general dairy business of the immediate community is very 

prosperous, conducted by such men as the Makeleys, Griffiths, Detwilers and others.  Then we have immense 

cliffs of fine slate or stone where many are employed under the dutiful supervision of Mr. Henry Tillet, and 

being daily shipped to various  points on this and other railroad’s for bridge purposes.  And last, but not least, 

the good schools and churches and the beautiful stream of the Popeshead nearly encircling the whole village, 

with a dozen or more passenger trains running daily, and six daily mails is it not rightly considered a thriving 

place and have not her citizens reason to be proud of their town?  The general health of the place is as good 

as any section can boast of.  Persons from Washington find comfortable and pleasant places of abode with 

our citizens and the surrounding farmers at convenient distances for walking or riding. 
 

 



 

 

We have a good citizenship of both Southern and thrifty Northern people. 

         Various improvements are going on, Mr. James Buckley’s house has been thoroughly repaired both   

inside and out and is now one of the most desirable residences for city boarders, and none can partake of Mrs. 

B’s kind hospitality once would be loth to try a repetition of it. 

         We were pained to learn on Saturday last of the death of one of Mrs. Thos. Holden’s daughters.  Mrs. 

H.  was unfortunately away from home, and knew nothing of it until she arrived at the station on her way from 

Washington.  She has been greatly bereaved in a short time, her husband and three children taken from her. 

         Miss Bessie Ford who was announced in a late issue of your paper as having sustained a very complete 

& painful dislocation of the ankle is doing remarkably well.  It was a long jump from the roof to the ground 

but we have the fine healthy Virginia girls who can do such things, and it is in keeping with all lively, healthy 

and pretty school girls to do such things.  Several of the others who were engaged in the same vigors were  

fortunate enough to have fun without sustaining such an incident.   

          Mr. Jos. A. Smith who was paralyzed has been spending the summer with Mr. R. F. Buckley has so far 

recovered to have been able to make a trip to Washington and return alone. 

         Mr. John Pettit who was returning from Washington market late Saturday night lost control of his horses 

and they left him not unlike Little Bopeep who lost her sheep and they let him alone and he came up behind 

them.  No damage done! 

 

**  Hoop pole industry is a reference to the harvesting of small sapling trees, bendable & pliable enough to 

form barrel staves 

 

Lynne Garvey Hodge,  
Fairfax County History Commission  



 

 

       TOYS FOR TOTS 

CRUISE-IN 
 

Join members of local car clubs and the US Marines 

Dec. 8 from 10 AM – 3 PM  

Juke Box Diner 

8637 Sudley Road, Manassas 

 

Bring a new unwrapped toy for distribution to less 

                  fortunate children in the Community 

 

Event Sanctioned By US Marine Corps Toys For Tots 

Info: Jim Chesley 703-830-2129 / Gary Binge 282-9949 

 

Toy drop off prior to Dec 8: 7207 Main St, Clifton 
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Clifton Lions – ‘We Serve’ 

Once again this year, the Clifton Lions Club will be working during the holiday season to help families in need in the Clifton and 

Centreville communities.  First, along with Western Fairfax Christian Ministries, the Lions will provide Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday 

food gifts to approximately 30 families.  Then, beginning in early December, the Clifton club will conduct their annual Christmas tree sales.  

Due to construction at our usual location in the George Mason University Mall, this year’s tree lot will be set up a couple miles down the 

road at St. Peter in the Woods church near Ox Road and Burke Centre Parkway. The Lions sell beautiful Fraser firs for a very reasonable 

price ($70 each) and all proceeds will go to support local charities.  We are also selling cash raffle chances ($100) for our $5000 grand prize 

(many others also including a $1000 2nd prize) to be given away in January 2013 – again, all net proceeds go to charity. 

The annual Labor Day Car Show was once again very successful, raising approximately $8000 to each of two great 

local charities – Fairfax Inova Life With Cancer and Clifton’s own Northern Virginia Therapeutic Riding Program.  

The Clifton Lions Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month starting at 7:00 PM, at the Fairfax Station Railroad        

Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station Road Fairfax Station, VA 22039.  Membership is open for community and service-minded individuals. See 

our web site: www.clcv.clubexpress.com or call the club membership chair, Jim Boatner, 703-209-7421. 
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The Republican Women of Clifton (RWC) donated $500 to TAPS (Tragedy Assistance Program for Sur-

vivors), which has been caring for the families of America's fallen heroes since 1994.  Pictured left to right 

are Alice Butler-Short, RWC President, Kathy Stephens, Case Worker Advocate, Survivor Ronni Bennett, 

and Survivor Rebecca Morrison. The Republican Women of Clifton have adopted TAPS as their charity 

for 2014 and look forward to raising funds for this very worthy cause.  

         THE CLIFTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PRESCHOOL  

      is enrolling for the 2013-201 school year!  

      We offer classes for 3, 4, & 5 yr. olds. 

      REGISTRATION FOR 2014-2015 BEGINS IN JANUARY              

OPEN HOUSE: JANUARY 15, 16, 17 

        

                                                           For information call:   

                                                              (703) 830-3175 

                                                  email:  preschool@cliftonpc.org 

                                                       Web:  www.cliftonpc.org 

mailto:preschool@cliftonpc.org


 

 

 

 

Boy Scouts of Clifton 

 

On November 9th, 30 scouts and 22 adults from Boy Scout Troop 1104 collected and sorted more than 2700 

pounds of food generously donated by the residents of Clifton.  This amount was 200 pounds more than last 

year.  The food was then delivered to Western Fairfax Christian Ministries Food Pantry.  The Food Pantry 

last year provided 1255 adults and 962 children with 34,070 bags of groceries. Troop 1104 would like to 

thank the community of Clifton for their generosity and continued support of the Annual Scouting for Food 

Program. 

Matt G., Troop 1104 Historian 
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Clifton Lions – ‘We Serve’ 

 

Once again this year, the Clifton Lions Club will be working during the holiday season to help families 

in need in the Clifton and Centreville communities.  First, along with Western Fairfax Christian Ministries, the 

Lions will provide Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday food gifts to approximately 30 families.  Then, begin-

ning in early December, the Clifton club will conduct their annual Christmas tree sales.  Due to construction at 

our usual location in the George Mason University Mall, this year’s tree lot will be set up a couple miles down 

the road at St. Peter in the Woods church near Ox Road and Burke Centre Parkway. The Lions sell beautiful 

Fraser firs for a very reasonable price ($70 each) and all proceeds will go to support local charities.  We are 

also selling cash raffle chances ($100) for our $5000 grand prize (many others also including a $1000 2nd 

prize) to be given away in January 2013 – again, all net proceeds go to charity. 

The annual Labor Day Car Show was once again very successful, raising approximately $8000 to each 

of two great local charities – Fairfax Inova Life With Cancer and Clifton’s own Northern Virginia Therapeutic 

Riding Program. 

The Clifton Lions Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month starting at 7:00 PM, at the 

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station Road Fairfax Station, VA 22039.  Membership is 

open for community and service-minded individuals - see our web site: www.clcv.clubexpress.com or call the 

club membership chair, Jim Boatner, 703-209-7421. 

 

 



 

 

I n the spirit of spreading holiday warmth, Clifton's La Bella Luce is distributing hundreds of blankets 

to local homeless shelters and agencies that serve the poor and homeless.  Blankets have been collected 

by La Bella Luce owner Aly Rohling.  Aly needs Clifton's support to launder and deliver these blankets 

to local non-profit agencies. Volunteers who can help with this effort may contact Robyn Witschey at 

703/408-1080. 

Visitors to the Saturday, December 7th Christmas tree lighting, homes tour, horse parade and art show 

won't want to miss La Bella Luce's fabulous holiday decorations. Guests will be treated to a warm cup 

of apple cider as they enjoy the warmth of the season from La Bella Luce's unique perspective. 

More information about La Bella Luce is available at https://www.facebook.com/Labellalucellc 
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T he Franca family would like to express a heartfelt thank you to everyone in the Clifton Community that 

helped make the first annual Live Like Nick Did Blood Drive a huge success!   INOVA blood services left 

with 117 units of blood, plasma and platelets, which they were elated about!  In addition, the raffle and bake 

sale money raised almost $6,000.00  for two very worthy causes. Band of Parents, fighting Childhood Cancer 

with less toxic treatments, and a memorial scholarship at Lynchburg College for a medially challenged stu-

dent.  

To Cupcaked of Clifton, All That Glitters, Signs by Tomorrow,  Villagio, Clifton Cafe, Clifton Store, Vil-

lagio and Trummers thank you!  To book clubs, friends and strangers alike thank you for your donations and 

outpouring!  

 

This will be an annual event for a while, around the time of Nick Franca's birthday. He loved this community 

and his spirit will live on through this gesture that gives life.  

 

 Not only is it an event to give blood, but also to come, connect with neighbors and friends, and enjoy the 

day. Activities include large raffle items, huge bake sale and fabulous pictures from local photographer Amy 

Waldrop! You don't have to give blood in order to come and feel the love of this community!   So mark your 

calendars for Nov. 22, 2014.  Don't give blood for 8 weeks before so you can "roll up your sleeve" with the 

community!   

Happy Holidays! Caryn Franca  
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The Fairfax Station Railroad Museum needs volunteer docents on Sunday afternoons from 1-4 p.m.  Greet museum  

visitors and tell them about the exhibits, the Museum and the its railroad and Civil War history.  Ideal for people who live  

in the Fairfax, Burke, Clifton or Fairfax Station area and want to contribute to the local community through volunteerism.   

Docents should possess good people skills.  This is a perfect opportunity for those interested in railroads, the Civil War  

and Northern Virginia history.  Training and orientation provided.  Other volunteer opportunities are gardening, publicity  

and exhibit planning.  The Museum is located at 11200 Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax Station, VA.   

Call Michael at 703-945-7483 for more information. 
 

The Fairfax Station Railroad Museum will hold its 24th annual Holiday Train Show on Saturday, December 7 from 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 8 from noon to 4:00 p.m.  N, HO, LEGO, O, Standard, Z and G scale 

model trains will be on display and running.  The "Train Doctor" will be available to fix broken model trains.  Weather           

permitting, antique cars will be on display.  The Museum Gift Shop will be open and Santa may make a visit.  Adults 16 

and over, $5; children 5-15, $2;  

4 and under, free.  www.fairfax-station.org, 703-425-9225. 

tel:703-945-7483
http://www.fairfax-station.org/
tel:703-425-9225


 

 

 

Wonderful wines and craft beer from around the world right here in Historic Clifton Virginia! 
Wonderful Wines are ALWAYS on the Bar! 

French-Pressed Gourmet Coffees 
Join the Wine Club!!!!!!!!                  Join the Beer Club!!!!!!!!!! 

 Beer Tastings every Thursday night 5 – 10 pm 
New Hours  

Monday - Friday 
6:00 am – 10:00 pm  
Saturday - Sunday 

8:00 am – 10:00 pm 
7145 Main Street~ Historic Clifton, VA 703-266-1607       

 www.thecliftonwineshop.com         
facebook.com/cliftonwineshop    

@cliftonwineshop 

http://www.thecliftonwineshop.com


 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Have a new  

neighbor?  
 

Be sure and share 

your copy of the  

Cli fton Clatter   

with them so they 

can learn about   

joining the CBA. 

Questions, concerns, or news to share? Contact the Clifton Clatter at  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com. The Clifton Clatter is published four times per year and is the official 

newsletter of the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA). Its contents are for information only. 

Articles express the opinion of the authors, not the CBA. The CBA Officers, the Clatter         

Publisher, and the contributors assume no responsibility for errors, omissions, or consequences 

resulting from information provided in this edition. The CBA does not officially endorse any of 

the products or services advertised herein.  

Clifton Clatter Volunteer Production Team  

Volunteer Editors: Sara Holbrook, Ann O’Dea and Elizabeth Vittori 

Email: cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

Clifton Betterment Association Officers 
 President - Michelle Stein 

1st Vice President - Jan Schneiderman 

2nd Vice President  - Steve Bittner 

Secretary - Chris Spina 

Treasurer - Anthony Reid 

Information about the Clifton Clatter  

and the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) 

T h e  C l i f t o n  c o m m u n i t y  a f f i r m s  a  d e s i r e  t o  i n t e r a c t  

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  r e s p e c t  a n d  

i n t e g r i t y .  

Something you would 

like to see in the Clatter? 

Please email us at  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

We will do our best to 

include it in a future  

edition. 

We are a community that: 

-is committed to the dignity and value of one another. 

-assumes the best in each other. 

-communicates clearly and directly. 

-provides open forums to address difficult issues in an orderly, respectful manner. 

-behaves towards one another, both individually and collectively, with honesty, decency and         

responsibility. 

-holds the preservation of our unique historic character in the highest regard. 



 

 

Our Community, Our Clifton 

C l i f t o n  B e tt e r m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P.O. Box 94 

Clifton, VA 20124 
www.cliftonVA.org 

Placing an Ad in the Clifton Clatter is Easy! 
Display Ad Sizes and Rates:   

 

 

 

 

Check: $ ____________  / #_______ Please make check payable to CBA. 

Send check and this form to: 
Clifton Clatter Advertising, c/o Sara Holbrook, 12122 Wolf Valley Dr.,  Clifton, VA 20124 
Send ad (in a jpeg file) and instructions to cliftonclatter@gmail.com 
 

Business Name:  _______________________________________  Contact Person: ___________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________  Phone:  __________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Special Instructions:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Please contact Sara Holbrook at saraholbrook4@cox.net 

Ad Size        Per Issue Price 

1/8 Page   $20      

1/4 Page   $40  

1/2 Page (Landscape Only) $80  

   Full Page  $160 

Circle issue months:    Sep-- Dec         

Ad Copy Changes:    Fixed   Occasional Variable 

New ad copy by: 20th of the month prior to issue 


