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Rail Service
Gains Steam
In Virginia
Commuter System
Faces Many Hurdles

By Braoke A. Masters
1 Washington Post Stalf Writer

Plans for Northern Virginia’s
fong-awaited commuter rail service
are slowly rolling along, but officials
will be hard pressed to get all 16
proposed stations ready by the Oc-
tobér 1991 start-up, and congres-
sional politics could derail the pro-
posed ‘downtown Washington des-
tination,

If the project meets expectations,
the Virginja Rail Express would
take 4,000 commuters off crowded
roads during each rush hour. The
eight daily round trips—four be-
tween the District and Fredericks-
burg and four between D.C. and
Manassas—would be the equiva-
lent, supporters say, of building an-
other lane on traffic-clogged Inter-
state 95,

Commuter rail could dramatically
alter the lives of some outer county
commuters, because those who can
accommodate themselves to the
train schedules would have an al-
ternative to spending more than
two hours on the highway each day.

In Prince William, which is ex-
pected to furnish more riders than
any other jurisdiction, nearly 95

percent of those employed work:

north of the county, according to a
recent survey.

Muchstill needs to be done be-
fore the first passenger boards the
train. In some cases, land for sta-
tions hasn’t been acquired. Plat-
forms, passenger shelters and park-
ing lots must be built. The railway's
operating board plans to set fares
and schedules in the next few
months,

Locomotives, cars, stations and
other capital costs are expected to
total about $60 million, with annual
operating costs of $18 million, some
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Many Hurdles Remain
For Commuter System

T RAILFram
of which will come from fares, the
rest from taxpaye
Still in doubt

whether the

towins will be permitted inte the
Distri

Comsolidated Rail Corp. (Conrail),
which owns the two miles of track
from the Virginia side of the Poto-
suac to Union Station, will not allow
passengers on the line unless Con-
uress approves and the president
signs legistation that would exempt
Conrail from liability.

-If service to the District is not
permitted, the commuter traing’
northernmost stop would be Crystal
City, and District-hound passengers
would have to change to Metro at
King Street in Alexandria, That ma-
jor  inconvenience  would  cut
projected daily ridership from 8,000
a day to just more than 6,500,

Both houses of Congress, in rid
ers to an Amtrak authorization bill,
have agreed to exempt Conrail from
iability, and final legislation could
reach the House floor next week.
However, the White House is
Ihreatening @ veto of the Amtrak
meslire.

In the meantime, rail officials are
hiting their nails bevanse they must
decide by August whether to order
10 more railrond cars—for $5.9
million—in addition to the 28 they
ordered iu February from Mitsui &
Co, USA Iue. Mitsui has a contract
with Mafersa Inc. to assemble the
18-seat cars i Brazil, If the rail-
way waits too long, the prices go up
and the cars may not arrive o
time,

“It gets a little nervaus if you are
sitting on the sidelines,” said John J,
cting executive director of
Ihe Potomac-Rappahannock Trans-
portation Commission, which jointly
oversees the commuter rail project
with the Northern Virginia Trans-

rtation Commission. The com-
ons, which are made up of

ievy gas taxes and sponsor
transporlation proje

“They should go nlwad and order

a said  Mark  Strand,
spokns\mn for Rep. Stan Parris (R-
Va,), adding that the Conrail legis-
fation cauld be reintroduced as its
own bill even if an Amtrak veto can-
not be overridden,

The trapsportation commissions
also are on the verge of ardering 10
lacomotives. Railway officials have
received two bids, both less expen-
sive than what they had budgeted
for the diesel-powered eugine».. and
expect to award a cantract in May.

The two commissions will pay for
the teains, ali platornis and the
N.C., Alexandria and Arlington sta-
fions using state and federal money
angl proceeds from a January sale of
£79.95 wiflion in bonds. The Rail-
wily Express operations board,
wade up of commission members,
will set fares and schedules,

The six participating citi
counties must pay for the s
sites and comutur parking lo
1heir jurisdictions, but determining
where the trains will stop already
has became pulitically charged i
some Joralitie:

The stations have the potential to
hehoth traffic nightores and cen-
terpieces lor developmunt.

In M Frudericksburg and
||w 1w of Quamtico, officials hape
vammuter rail stops at existing Am-
trak stations will stimulate new
buginess, patticulivly if the railway
eventually adds weekend trains for
todrists
Frederickshury officials are so
concerned about the traffic snd the
costs lnvolved that the city couneil
hasu't signed on to the project,
However, Fredericksburg and the
Palowae-Rappahanock  Transpol
fation Commission have hegim di
cussing a4 phn v which the city
could impose a Z-cent: llon gas-
aline tax this year tat coukt he
used to builkd & comunnter parking
ot

‘Fhe town of Clitton asked Fairfax
Copnty ant to build a station there
af drathie concerns, but

Park ofiicials sy they
hogge their station will stimulate the
wrgwth of a1 new “lown center,”
tillgd with stores and ulfices.

In castern Prince Willam, two
developers—Virgiie  Properties
and - NazelfPeterson Cos,—have
oxpeessed interest jn donating lind
e stations il Rippon and Wood-
hridge, said Joha Sehotichd, assis
ant to the county executive, Ha-
welfPelersan plas w buibl a 109-
aere residentinl developent
arvound the Rippon station,  said
spokesinn Robert C, Kelly.

But a developer-proposed lova-
fem i Fairfas County at Lorton
o Bas turned vul 1o be environ-
menttally sensitive, "We're back ta
e drwwing bowd  there,”  said
Stayan Bulovit (D-Annandaled,
airtax supervisor and NVIC s
ssuter, addug that Faice
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fax still pians to build a station in
the Lorton area, perhaps at Pohick
Road.

Fairfax County has three other
sites in hand, two owned by the
county and one by Metro, said Fair-
fax transportation planner Tom Bie-
stadny.

Fa nrl‘ax ultimately plans to apen a
fifth station at a planned trauspor-
tation center just southeast of
Springfield Mall. The center also
will include an off-ramp from the
Shirley Highway HOV fanes, park-
ing for cars and comumuter huses
and the planned Franconia-Spring-
field Metro station.

Prince William has not nailed
down a site for the Manassas Air-
port station, which will include a
train yard for overnight storage.
The owner of ane parcel wants the
county to buy all 55 of his acres,
which could be prohibitively expen-
sive, and a second location is on the
edge of the Civil War battle site of
Bristow, Schofield said.

Prince William's choices are lim-
ited because the Norfolk Southern
Corp,, which owns the 38 miles of
track between Alexandrin and
Manassas, won't allow the commut-
er Lraius to go beyond Bristow.

Stafford County will provide at
feast one station by next October,
probably by buying land at Leeland,
said planning director Bill Shelly.
Spotsylvania  County, where the
southern line's yard and storage
area will be located, won't have a
stop unless the county's lawmakers
agree te join the project.
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WESTERN ROUTE
(on Norlolk !nulham tracks)

n
The exact sita is still In doubt, but it
prabably will be an the cast slde of the
troths rorth of Piper Lane. The slte
coutd ba a5 far south as Route 619, This.
wiil be the traln yard and will have 400
10 500 parking spaces.

At tho existing depat, betwsen Wast and
Battia, Tha city wil bulld up to four
parking [ots with up to 281 spaces.

| 8w, Manassas Park

E€ast of the tracks at Blooms Road. Tho
signal Hill devalopment company will
bulld ths station and a 300-space
parking lot. City officlafs also hope to
creato a "town center* with small shops
in that arca.

South of the tracks and aast of Raberls
Parkway. There Is a 400-space
commuter parking lot an the site.

GW. Roiiing Rond
South of tho tracks In the trlangla formed
by Shana Place and Burke Road A
420-spaco parking lot has been
deslgned.

n
South of tho tracks and east of Backliek
Raad. A 220-space parking fot already
has been designed.

In Alexandria's Unlon Statian. Commuter
ral officlals are going to improve
connection ta the King Street Metio
station, currently a three-minute walk
away. Thare whl ke no parking.

South 15th Steeot and Crystat Drivo.
No parklng.
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|- N 2 L'Entant Plaza

Botwoun Shin and Sovorth sirats SH.
No parking.

[ L.Union:Station- - - - -c

" EASTERN ROUTE

(on RF&P raiiraad tracks)
[ ]
Tha exact alte Is uncertaln, tut It wiif be
east of the rallroad, hotween Pohlck
Road and Lortan Road. Dapending cn
the sl1e, tha statlon probably would have
200 parking spaces.

a
East of the rallroad and north of Dawson
Beach Road. Prince William afiiclels
anticlpato a 600-space parking lot.

[ I 7€ miopon

West of the railroad, and t the southern
end of Farm Creok Drlvo, Access will
inlilaily be down Farm Creak Drive, and
eventually on Rippon Boulavard
extonded. A 300-spaca lot [s planned.

8E. Guontico
At tho exlsting rail station on Potomac:
Avanup, An exlsting 75-car gavol
parking fot will be covered with asphat.

g€, Leeland Road
South of tha rail iine and west of Lealand
Road. Statford County Is still negotiating
1o buy the land,

n
At tho exlsting rail siatian. The ciy is
discussing a 200-car parking lot. The
frains wil b stared In Spotsylvanla at
Crossroads Business Park {on Route 17
bypass.) No passengers wlll bo allowed
10 get on and off there.
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POSSIBLE FUTURE STATIONS:

'WESTERN LINE

Betweoen Manassas and Burke. Fairlax
County ofticlals are Jooking at putting a
statlon at Fairfax Station, porhaps noar
tha Falrlax Counly Parkway.

EASTERN LINE

[m} Fiancon
Betweon King Streat and LOﬂun/Pﬂh!ck.
At 1ho manned transportation conter
southeast of Springtletd Mall, A Metro
stallon and a 1,500-car lot ate also
gplanned for this site.

iss an

Betwean Rippan and Quantlco, an the
Cherry HIlf peninsula.

Batween Quantico and Loelend. East of
the tracks and nosth of Erent Polnt
Road.

|} Brocke

A station has been designed on Route
608, but only 1,5 acres are avallable,
Stafford County s tooklng at other sites.

i Spatsylvania agreos to participate, a
statlon would ba bullt In the traln yard.
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