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$120,000
Grant Is
Awarded

By Angeln Walker

Watbington Poul StaffWlter
The TRW- Foundation has
awarded a $120,000 grant to the
Packard Center Group and the Her-
itage Resources program, The two
Fairfax Gounty nonprofit organiza-
tlons will use the money for coor~
dinators responsible for recruiting,
organizing and managing volun-
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Colonial
Record Breakers
Week of August 4

NVSL
Record Breakers
Week of August 4
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Editer’s Note

These restlts were conpiled by
Sean Burke, Shawn Hill, Bobby
Kaplow and Deborah Turncr of
UY’U Washington Post.

jennifer Stilwell, leaguo record

teers,

“C ity service organiza-
tlons are often unable ta take full
advantage of volunteers’ skills or to
integrate volunteers into the main~
stream of their organizations be-
cause the level of management ex-
pertise required to do so_simply
isn't affordable,” said Alan Senger,
vice president of the foundation,

Each organization received more
than $28,000 for the first year of
the three-year project.

The Packard Center Group is
made up of the Fairfax County
Council of the Arts, the Fairfax
Choral Society, the Nortllem Vie-
ginia Youth Symphany, the Virginia
Clhamber Orchestra and Artisans
United, all based at the Packord
Center in Annandale.
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The member groups will share
the velunteer manager, centralizing
volunteer activities, Dutiea will in-
clude uperatmg a ticket office and
class registration center, organizing *
existing volunteer farces, recruiting
and {raining new valunteers, sched-
u]mg volunteer activities and super-
vising volunteers,

“Becouse we're In a changing
work force, there's a_diminishing
volunteer force,"” said Toni McMa-
hon, president of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Council of the Arts,

Heritage Resources i an organ-
ization that supports historical pre-
servation, Its volunteer mangger
will develop opportunities for week-
day voluateering and recruit senior
citizen and disabled volunteers,

The coordinator will also e in
charge of renewing the high schoo!
summer enrichment program, re-
vising o program to certify ar-
chaeology volunteers and establish-
ing an architectural history volun-
teer program.

‘The grant program was created
“to try to flll the void created by
cuthacks in the federal govern-
ment,” said Kohann H. Whitney,
manager of external communica-
tions for TRW Systems Integration
Group. More than $1 million has
been donated nationally in the five
years since the project’s imple-
meutation,

TRW “believes that it is impor-
tant as a corporate citizen to give
something back to the community
where it does business,” Whitney
said.

Clifton Substation Plan Progresses

By Pamela Babcock
Washlngton Bost it Wiiter

coguan watershed, and they have
raised health concerns about elec-
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A State Corpnrntmn Commission
hearing examiner lagt week recom-~
mended approval of Virginia Power's
plans to build a switching station ona
95-acre site near Clifton. The yece
ommendation will be forwarded to
the SCC's three commissioners, who
may decide the case this fall.

Vnrgmm Power last year re-
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quest to build the sub-
slmon just west of Clifton on com-
pany-owned land, If built, the facil-
ity would include newrly seven miles
of power lines running between
Clifton and Prince William County,
Power company officials say the
substation is needed to keep pace
with Northers Virginia's growth,
But last year, a citizens group,
known as the Clifton/Occoquan Pre-
servation Seciety, and the Town of
Clifton began fighting the proposal.
Opponents say they are con-
cerned about the environmental
effects of the substation on the Oc-

fields,

Clifton Mayer Wayne Nickum
said he was disappointed by the
hearing examiner's ruling, but
vowed to contact the nearby cith-
zens group to keep up the fight.

“Obviously, the town doesn’t like
it, but it's in their hands," Nickum
said, referring to the state commis-
sion. “I believe both parties have an
opporfunity to respond.”

In his recommendation to the
commission, senior hearing exam-
iner Russell W. Cunningham Sr.
said area power transmission and
distribution facilities have been
stretched to their limits and that
there is a “dire need” for the sub-
station if area homes aud busi-
nesses are to have adequate power.

He added that studies on electro-
magnetic fields lacked “definitive
answers” on whether such facilities
pose health hazards,

Charter Prohibits
D.C. Commuter Tax

COMMUTER TAX, From Page 1

Under these conditions, deduc-
tiens would wipe out all the income
tax money both states collect in the
Washington suburbs. Such a loss
would wreak havoc on budget-mak-
ers in Annapolis and Richmond.

Even if the District taxed com-
muters at a lower rate than resi-
dents, a standard that is common in
ather areas, the loss of revenue
could create major money troubles
for the states, Virginia and Mary-
Iand would be forced to look for new
sources of revenue or possibly to
alier their tax lawa, shifting the
commuter tax hurden directly onto
those who pay it

“There would be a direct, dollar-
for-dollar reduction in revenue to
the state of Maryland for any [com-
muter] tax collected in the Dis-
trict,” said Ken Mannella, a tax spe-
clalist in the state of Maryland’s
Washington office, “That money
would come directly out of the state
treasury . . . . You have to ask what
would happen politically if there
were this kind of revenue hemor-
rhage.”

Virginia Tax Commissioner Wil-
Yiam Forst said that more than a
third of his state's income tax col-
Jections come from Northern Vir-
ginia, and that a commuter tax
wotlld cost the state “a very signif-
icant amount,” Under current law,
Forst said, "Every resident of Vir-
ginia who works jn the District
wouldn't pay Virginia income tax
any more.”

In many parts of the country,
commuter taxes have been a fact of
life for decades. Most of the taxes
are Inconie taxes applied to the pay-
checks of people who work jobs in

- central cities but live in the sub-

ubs,

According to a recent study by
the Advisory Commiission on Inter-
governmental Relatlons, most cities
that have commuter taxes levy a
flat-rate charge that is somewhat
lqwer than the tax charged to city
residents,

New York City, for example,
levies a tax of 0.25 percent on com-
muter incomes; residents pay in-
come tax at rates ranging front 1.5
percent to 3.5 percent. One of the

_highest income taxes is in Philadel-

phia, where commuters pay 4.315
percent and residents pay 4.96 per-
cent. San Francisco and Los Ange-
les do not directly tax commuters,
but charge employers a payroll tax
of 1.5 percent and 0,75 percent re-
spectively.

Virginfa and Maryland lawmakers
who oppose a commuter tax argue
that it is inherently unfair because
it forces nonresidents to support a
government whose leaders they
have no part in electing. That, they
say, would be texation without rep-
resentation.

‘They also argue that commuters
contribute significantly to the Dis-
trict's treasury through taxes on
restaurant meals and retall pur-
chases made in the city.

Proponents, however, say non-
resident taxes help pay for essential
city services that commutera use,
such as streets and utilitles, And in
parts of the country where Con-
gress has not specifically outlawed
commuter taxes, courts have
agreed with this argument. Since
the carly 1960s, major court deci-
sions have upheld the legality of
‘many commuter iaxes.

In the Washington area, the Dis-
trict government is the only agency
that haa closely studied the poten-
tial financial impact of a commuter
tax. As part of the 1991 budget, of-
ficials projected what would happen
if Virginia and Maryland commut-
erg were taxed at the same rate as
D.C. residents.

Under current law, District res-
idents pay 2 top income tax rate of
9,5 percent on all income over
$20,000. Maryland residents pay a
combined state and county income
tox rate of 7.5 percent on all income
over $3,000. Vicginia residents pay
a top tax rate of 5,75 percent on all
income over $17,000.

The District government would
gain almost $1.2 billion in revenue,
while the state of Virginin would
lase more than $593 million and the
state of Maryland would lose more
than $650 million.

Suburban lawmakers such as
Rep. Stan Parris (R-Va.) say that
such revenue losses “would be dis-
astroug” for their states, Parris calls
a commuter tax “faulty public policy
and an irresponsible evasion of the
[District’s] obligation to get its fis-
cal house in order.”

But Distrlet officials such as Dep-
uty Mayer for Finance Rabart Pohl-
‘man say a commuter tax would shift
part of the burden of paying for city
services to people who currently use
them but do nat pay. “The District is
ina double bind” because commuters
cannot be taxed and because the fed-
eral government has mot increased
its payment to the District for sev-
eral years, Pohlman said, “Equity
would call for a solution involving
one or both of these areas.”
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Start the year offright by saving
on great athletic shoes and
apparsl, Select hot shoes

for men, women and

kids from Nike, Reebok,

And apparel so cool, you're guar-
anteed to make the grade

this semester, Sale Date:

Aug. 13-5ept. 3.

Coming Sunday, August 19
Still the Greatest Show
On Earth
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