'Poker Pals are 0le-Bay Powerhouse mn Chfton

By Lee Hockstader
Waslington Post Stat Wettor

Lee Ruck is being modest.

“I don’t know how many people
are interested in Lee Ruck and nine
sother guys getting together to play
Two-toed Pete Thursday nights,”
says Ruck, a former county attor-
ney of Fairfax.

Twa-toed Pete, indeed. More
than dime-ante poker is at stake
when President Ruck and the nine
rank-and-file members of the Clif-
ton Gentlemen’s Club gather on
alternate Thursdays.

In the tiny town of Clifton, with
its 68 houses and 208 residents
sausaged into a half-square mile in
western Fairfax County, the CGC is
the nearest thing to the Powers
That Be the town has,
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Closed to new entrants, the CGC
includes two of the six members of
the Clifton Town Council, the chair-
man of the town’s planning commis-
sion and the chief building inspector
for Fairfax County. Ruck himself is
a former Town Council member.
(Another member’s wife sits on the
Town Council. But, explains CGC
Treasurer Rick Dygve, “1 wouldn't

. say I havé any control over her.
Maybe the opposite.”)

To a man, CGC members dismiss
© suggestions that they wield real
-"power in Clifton, despite the array
. of officialdom represented. Very lit-
+ tle public business goes on in Clif-
“-ton, they iisist. In fact, they say.
-the subject of Clifton doesn’t even
. come up much. Proclims Ruck

with proud humility: “We have vir-
" tually no purpose as such.”

Ruck underplays CGC'’s function.
The club's undertakings are two-
fold: chili and philanthropy, with
proceeds from the former financing

. the latter.

Four years ago, the group (which
was not then incorporated) was
host of a chili cook-off, inspired by
Ruck and the late Earl Lee, a Clif-
ton entrepreneur and owner of the
Clifton general store who was the
club’s founding president. Both
Ruck and Lee were chili lovers.

They called it a statewide com-
petition. Seven people showed up.
The winner was William M. Arnold,
a CGC menber who was reared in
Texas and whose nickname is Waco
Willie. Tt was not a serious endeav-

or,
Since then, the annual cook-off

has blossomed under Ruck’s stew-
ardship, and CGC members say that
it's the biggest annual chili compe-
tition on the East Coast.

Last month, the CGC gave the
Fifth Annual Virginia Chili Cook-Off
at the Fairfax Fair and nearly 60
chili cookers from all over the state
entered the contest. From entrance
fees, sales of beer, soft drinks and
souvenirs, CGC made $6,000.

Part of the money will go to es-
tablish a second CGC-sponsored
athletic scholarship at George Ma-
son University. The first, started a
year ago from last year's chili cook-
off praceeds, pays a George Mason
athlete's $1,600 tuition. The goal is
to endow one of the scholarships
permanently.

The club has given several hun-
dred dollars to Wolf Trap Farm
Park and plans to pay for a gazebo
in the Clifton town park later this
year.

The town of Cliften levies no tax
and virtvally all the town officials
are unsalaried. “The town is a vol-
unteer effort,” said Arnold, who is
CGC secretary and Planning Com-
mission chairman. “It depends on

CGC members, from left, Ken Buckley, Phil Stringer, Rick Dygve, Mac Arnold, Pat Layden and Lee Ruck.

By Shason Farmer for The Washington Post

contrlbutlons from civic organi:

tions,"” Ruck calls treasurer Dygve “chief
The gentlemen all tend to speak  official gofer and keeper of what-

in mock deprecation of their club, ever records we have.”

and all ackrowledge that the Clifton Responded Dygve (who calls Ruck

Women’s Club, which has operated  a “publicity buff’): “We don’t have any

most of this century, is the more records. We burn everything.”
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of the two.

See your travel agent or
call Cunard.
Cancorde space is on

~praally wserved British Airways ights

SUPERLINER ONE WAY.
SUPERSONIC THE OTHER.

CONCORDE ONLY $499, DIRECT TO
AND FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.
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LIZABETH

British Regustry

01984 Cunara
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Fumiture Company Qther pieces available

but not shown.

FANCY FREE - Comfort and outdoor

longevity are evident in tha Fancy Free pool and

patio seating, gliders and companion dining groups. Poly foam - Dacron cushions provide
fasting comlort and conlipuing resistance to exposure while the vinyl straps and frame finish
allow for easy maintenance. 5-piece group wilh 48" 1able regularly $855, now on safe at $549!

FFENBACHER
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Mon-Fri 10.9, Sat 106, Sun 115

1616 Rockville Pike, Rockville
Tel: (301) 861-8565

9650 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax
Tet: (703) 978-0010

7502 Leeshurg Pike, Falls Church
Tet: (703} 734-7070
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future purchase

While supply lasts.

See store details,
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While we’re celebrating . . .

« bree trsbee with vach purchase

Join our 45 Lodge stores in a july Birthday Celebration
anil save on selected popular summer
women! Better hurry — quantities are limited!

for men and

Values to $35

Assorted summer tops, bottoms,
cotton sweaters, footwear,
& more!
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 Purchase #15.:% or mare and receive coupon gaad tor 15% off

of 220 0r more. Theu fuly 15

Sale 199

Reg. 3.19
12 exposure developing and printing.
Reg. Sale
15exposure Disc . . . . . .. 399 2.59
24 exposurecolorroll . . . . . 529 3.99
7.69 5.99

36 exposure color roil

Bringus your film for developing.
And get quality, dependablllty, service.

It's the JCPenney promise?
Ask for details at your JCPenney Camera Dept.

Event in progress through Sunday, July 8.
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4th OF JULY
SALE
SAVE 28%-50%

SAVE UP TO 28%
JUMBO BEACKH
& POOL TOWELS Largest, boldest, brightest
selection ever. All first quality. Many prints, stripes,
jacquards; looped, sheared, woven and more. Not all
styles available in every store.

NAT. EVERYDAY
ADV. AT LOW PRICES
7.00-22.00 ....... 4.99-15.99

100% COTTON TOWELS
BY CANNON OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER!

Naturally absorbent, super soft cotton. Broad spectrum
of fashion colors. Subject to prior sale.

ADV.AT  LOW PRIGES CLEARANCE
Bath............. 6.50 4.99 3.99
Hand ............ 5.00 3.99
Wash ............ 3.00 2.29
SAVE 50%

SOFT TOUCH
BATHROOM SEAT'S Deluxe heat sealed vinyl

covers soit foam cushioning. “"Hide-A-Cap” hinge. Fits
all standard size bowls. Wide assortment of decorator
colors.

NAT. EVERYDAY
ADV.AT  LOW PRICE SALE
16.00 1299 ..... 7.88

SAVE 41%
PADDED SATIN HANGERS Lighuy

scented. In many decorative colors.

NAT.  EVERYDAY
ADV. AT LOW PRICE SALE
1.50 99 ..., .88
Sale ends Saturday, July 7

MASTER CHARGE « BANK AMERICARD/VISA » CHOICE

GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND (301) 258-0050
Montgomery Village Off-—Price Center, Lost Kllife & Odend'hal Rds.|
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-9 pm, Sun. 11 a

m-6 p
GREENBELT, MARYLAND (301) 345-0666

Capital Beltway & Balfu:me Wash. Pkwy )
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10 am-9 pm, Fri. & Sat.

0 am+-9:30 pm, Sun. 11 am-5 pm
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND (301) 424-2771
Wintergreen Plaza, 835 Rockville Pike (Rte. 355)

Hours: Men.-Sat. 10 am-9 pm, Sun. 11 am-5 pm

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND (301) 890-7288

Briggs Chaney Plaza, 13881 Outlet Drive

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-9 pm, Sun. 11 am-5 pm

FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA (703) 591—7136

Outlet Mall at Fairfax, 10710 Lee Highway (1% miles west of

Chain Bridge Rd., Rte. 123)

Hours: Hours: Mnn -Sat. 10 am-9 pm, Sun. 12 noo!

FALLS CI-IIUR_I(;;; VlRGINlA (703) 573-1333

Haurs Mon. —S:tz.al‘ﬂ am-9 pm, Sun. 11 an

SPRINGFIELD, VIRGINIA (7(

Springfield Plaza, Old Keene Rd. & Amhe

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-9 pm, Sun. 12 no|
Linens 'n Things stores in 70 lo(

te, 495
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