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(Clifton Has Small-Town
Warmth, Big-Time Traffic

CLIFTON, From E1

tain hours, is overrun by traffic,
spoiling the quality of life, tearing up
the streets and making it unsafe to
walk,”

Chesley doesn’t blame the motor-
ists, but notes that Clifton is central-
ly located among the sprawling
planned developments of elaborate
homes and receives a lot of cut-
through traffic from Prince William
County.

Laid out on one-quarter of a
square mile, Clifton is a callection of
63 turn-of-the-century houses stand-
ing a few feet from the streets. Some
are surrounded by well-kept yards
and white picket fences, and have
wooden plaques providing brief his-
torical descriptions.

The Harris House, not surprising-
ly, was built by the Harris family in
1830, according to the plaque hang-

© ing on a post in the front yard. The
. home is one of the two cldest in the

town,

The old homes were rescued from
deatruction during a restoration peri-
od in the 1960s. With plans to turn
Clifton into a tourist attraction, de-
veloper A. Frank Krause Jr. began
buying property in the community,

. which is 28 miles southwest of the
- District, But residents opposed ma-

jor changes, favoring a return to its
past.

Today, one of the few signs of mo-
dernity are the colorful swings and
slides in the wide back yards, also a
hint of the many young professional
couples who have moved here to cap-
ture a quaint, small-town way of life.

The homes range in price from

* about $280,000 to $350,000, ac-

cording to Donna McGrath, an agent
with Century 21 Real Estate in near-
by Centreville, There are, however,
some small homes in need of sub-
stantial renovations that sell for well

. under that, McGrath said. Just out
- side of town, much larger homes

worth $500,000 and up are perched
on rolling, wooded lots,
Clifton includes a community gaze-

" bo, a town hall, a fire station, a clus-

ter of antique and craft shops, and a
couple of prominent restaurants,
Across the street from the general
store is Heart in Hand, a 100-seat
restaurant operated by Clifton resi-
dents Travis and Suzanne Worsham.
Nancy Reagan and columnist George
Will occasionally could be seen dining
there together in the early 1980s.
‘We were drawn here by the at-
mosphere,” Suzanne Worsham said.
“We both like antiques, and the peri-
od in which these homes were built.”
A block away from Heart in Hand
is the Hermitage Inn, a restaurant
that serves French, Mediterranean
and California cuisine, The restau-
rant is in a restored hotel frequented
long ago by presidents who jour-

.neyed to what was then a distant re-

treat from Washington,

To maintain the character of Clif-
ton, which has been named a state
and nationat historic landmark, there
is a community architectural review
board that monitors home and com-
mercial remodeling. Limitations on
new sewer linkups also restrict con-
struction within town limits,

For all its control over the town it-
self, Clifton has watched helplessly
as developments, albeit often on five-
acre tracts, sprout in the surround-
ing hills along the winding narrow
roads, contributing to the traffic run-
ning through Clifton’s narrow
streets,

Chesley said a six-member joint
committee of Fairfax County and
Prince William County residents has
been created to find ways to alleviate
the traffic problems. Some options
include a train stop near Clifton and a
bypass around it, Chesley said.
Trains run through the town now,
but haven’t stopped there since
1938.

As for new roads, new construc-
tion is unlikely under tight county
and state budgets, Chesley said. Clif-
ton Road, which bisects the town,
has been named a scenic byway, pro-
tecting it from expansion plans. Help

BY BRAD WYE=THE WASHINGTON POST

will come when the Fairfax County
Parkway, a few miles east of Clifton,
is opened next year, he said,

Amid the traffic, residents here
said they are working hard to main-
tain a close-knit community where
parents watch out for each other’s
children and volunteerism thrives.

Every October, local community
groups stage Clifton Day, a festival
of food, arts and crafts, This year's
event attracted a crowd of 25,000,
Chesley said.

Chesley, who works at the Naval
Surface Warfare Center in Bethesda,
bought a house in Clinten in 1976, “It
reminded me of my hometown of
Fredericksburg, before it, too, began
to grow,” he said.

“Clifton has a rich history as a
place where Washington's elite trav-
eled for a retreat, to get away from
the heat. I guess that is essentially
what we are doing today,” he said.
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