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Little CliftonIs

In Two

By Kenneth

Worlds

Bredemeier

" Wrehington Post Staff writer

CLIFTON’S PATH TO MODERNITY
has been like the country roads lead-
ing into the guarter-square-mile com-
munity in southwestern Fairfax Coun-
ty—full of bumps and sharp depres-
sions.

But in recent months the town—a
tiny dot in a hilly, forested area—hay
seemed to be moving toward a full 20th
century life, while retaining a foot-
hold in the last century.

Walking through Clifton is akin to
walking threugh a Hollywood version
of small-town America. There are two-
story clapboard houses, & general
store named the Clifton Gro., a rail-
road, a handful of churches and even
a cornfield or two within a few steps
of curbless Majn Street.

If the original seitlers—said possibly
to be from Clifton, N.J.—could see the
Virginia town now they would un-
doubtedly recognize it. Many of the
original houses, now dirty gray and
dilapidated, still stand.

But there is an important difference.
In recent months several young
couples, mostly in their early thirties,
have hought Clifton houses, and with
substantial refurbishing and the addi-
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Fannie Hart, 89, and sistor Mrs. Enos 'I'u,v/o}, hoih Jormerly of Ch’ftaﬂ

tectural showpieces. Signs telling who
the original owners were, along with
their oceupations and the date of con-
struction, are placed in front of the
houses,

The young couples, however, are not
the only ones who revere the past. A
revised town plan, adopted last May,
is designed to keep “the historic and
architectural values hequeathed to the
town by its nineteenth century origins.”
Most of the town’s area is set aside for
residential development, provided that
the lots are at least 10,000 square feet.

In short, Clifton residents want to
maintain the rural charm, but they
would like to do it with a few of the
things that most people long ago took
for granted, such as a fully operating
sewage systtm and a public water
supply.

Despite the apparent singleness of
purpose in réstoration of the past
along with an eye .on the present and
futurc, all is not entirely peaceful in .
serene'looking Clifton.

The protagonist it the Cliflon story
is James H. Symons, the town’s non-
sa{laricd, 58-year-old . mayor, about

The while-haired Symons, who
moved to Virginia ¢ight years ago from
New Jersey to accept a job as a statis-
tical analyst for the Joint Congression-
al Committee on Internal Revenue
Taxation, has viewed Clifton. during
part, of his two years as mayor, quite
literally, with some detachment. Al-

. though ‘he owns a house in the north-

east section of Clifton, overlooking
Popes Head Run creek, he has lived
the last year in Arlington,

“A small town mayor doesn’t really
require so much personal contact with
the people,” Symons maintains. .

Symans says that he moved out of
his Clifton home after his wife Marie
sulfered a stroke and needed special .
therapy treatment .at a Washington
hospital, He said living in Arlington
made it more convenient to take her
for thrice-weekly treatment.

Symons says that he will resign as
mayor if his wife's health doesn’t per-
mit his return to Clifton by December,

See CLIFTON, Page K8, Col. §
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