
 

 

 

 

President’s Corner 
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR! 

Michelle Stein is the President of the  

Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) 

Yes, I have emailed out the WRONG date 
for Clifton Day two times…. Sorry. The  
correct date will always be the 

Sunday of Columbus Day/Indigenous     
Peoples’ Day weekend. For 2023, it will be 

October 8th and I have it in 

huge letters on a post-it. Let me know if I get it wrong 
again. There are plenty of other events coming             
before that: Easter Egg Hunt, Clifton Birthday, Caboose 
Twilight Run, 4th of July and more. To get involved with 
events, just jump on in by emailing me or the person 

chairing the event. Happy Spring!  Michelle Stein,  
themichellestein@gmail.com. 

April 2 Easter Egg Hunt 

April 22 Cliftion Lions Drug Take Back 

Day 

April 29 Clifton Birthday Celebration 

June 10 Clifton Caboose Twilight Run 

July 4 Parade and Picnic 

October 8 Clifton Day 

Come and see bird photograpy by Dr. Jamie   

Netchert and vitit with Donna.  See page 2 



 

 

Around Clifton 

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 2023. 1-5 pm 

 

Jamie Netschert bird photo display along with wine and cheese pairing at the Clifton Wine Attic Annex 

behind the shop. 

 

The Art Guild of Clifton is excited to announce that the featured Artist of the Month is the late Dr. Jamie 

Netschert. Jamie was a Veterinarian and Town resident from 1984 to 2016. He was also a passionate bird 

photographer. He captured exquisite and striking photos of the birds displayed in this exhibit. 

 

Donna Netschert will be on site to greet friends, old and new. 
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Historic Clifton 
 
“Names, Places and People – Oh, my!!” 
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, Chairperson, The Fairfax County History Commission ** 
 
From familiar names yet today to school plays, from stolen automobile parts to a chicken coop thief, from kitchen 
burns to teenage delinquency, to a drowned Titanic Acacia Masonic Lodge #16 member – life in Clifton, Virginia 
always seemed and seems to hold more than just a wee bit of drama and intrigue!  Included in this month’s “Clifton 
Clatter” newsletter’s history column,  are two short columns from April, 1927 – that then cap out around June 20, 
1949.  While we no longer enjoy a weekly publication of the Fairfax Herald, the stories, information and names  
therein over time, give us an idea of what daily Clifton life was like in days gone by.  
 Included here are two adjoining columns from the April 29, 1927 Fairfax Herald;  The “Clifton” column and the 
“Centreville” column carry names and stories that mirror one another.  And a very short Fairfax Herald spot from the 
1920’s brings to life a man and his son - who both struggled with walking a straight line – for much of their life.  Like 
many others, intoxication led down a path of not just self-destruction, but destruction of his own personal reputation.  
Her is a finale reference, in re:  Perry Lee Compton, Jr. v. Commonwealth of Virginia – see the June 20, 1949 Writ of 
Error file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/190VA48_3589_Petition_for_Writ_of_Error.pdf.  Particularly for those of 
you who practice law - you will find the read of this somewhat tedious Writ of Error, entertaining, eye rolling, and in 
the end a bit of a victory for Mr. Compton via the use of the word “adjoining”.  We can find relief in that Mr.     
Compton apparently has a home and a family to return to – and will likely celebrate his somewhat limited legal       
victory with perhaps an adult beverage, or two.    
 

“Clifton” 

“Miss Amanda Detwiler has sold her place to Mr. Perry Compton and will return to Philadelphia about May 1st.   

  Miss Mary Booth spent the week-end with Miss Mary Harding. 

  Mr. Louis Ensor was in the village over the week-end furnishing an apartment in his house for occupancy 

when he comes here.   

  Mrs. Trevasco spent the week-end in Philadelphia.   

  Miss Katherine Doak spent the week-end in Washington.  

 Rev. T.H. MacLeod will preach in the Presbyterian church next Sunday.  After that the student from Princeton 

who preached Easter Sunday will conduct services in the summer months.   

  Mrs. Harding is ill at her home in the village. 

  The senior play, “A Perfect Goose” will be given Friday night in the school auditorium.   

  Mr. an Mrs. Thomas Mock, Jr., and family have moved to the house recently vacated by Mr. and Mrs. Ambler 

[author’s note:  this would most likely have been the current location of “Belle Jar”], and Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 

Weaver have moved to their own place.  

  Mr. and Mrs. John Wells and children were week-end visitors at the home of Mrs. John Curtis, Mrs. Wells’ 

mother.   

  Miss Mary Lippard gave her 4-H girls instructions in their work Monday in the school building. [author’s 

note: this would be the original Clifton School c. 1912 atop the hill where the now-closed Clifton Elementary School 

stands] 

  Mrs. Tom Buckley scalded her hands very seriously one day last week.  Dr. Joseph Sanford rendered first aid 

and after that she went to Ivakota to have the burns dressed.” 

[author’s note:  Ivakota was once a National Florence Crittenden Home for for un-wed mothers.  It was located at the 
intersection of Compton Rd. and (currently) Balmoral Greens Ave.  There is a Fairfax County History Commission 
marker at the intersection now.  Careful inspection of nearby properties will reveal “entrance” gates that would have 
served the 200+ acre farm/school and nursing facility.  It is noteworthy that the home provided schooling for the 
young women – especially in the areas of nursing, gardening, animal husbandry, home-making and sewing/weaving.  
With Mrs. Buckley’s visit to Ivakota for medical purposes we can discern that the quality of medical care associated 
with the facility was of the highest quality.  Additionally, the Compton Rd. school built for the home c. 1925, was  
eventually renovated into the home of Clifton’s Boyd family, c.1963.]  

about:blank


 

 

“Centreville” 

“The play ‘Poor Married Man’ was successfully produced Thursday afternoon of this week, in the school auditorium, 

by the Junior League.  The attendance was good and the money made will be used in paying for chairs recently pur-

chased by the school league.   

   Horses owned by Mr. Bernard Buckley and Mr. Gentry were killed by lightning during the thunderstorms of 

last week, while in the fields. 

  Mrs. George Tuberville, who has been ill for several months is reported much better and Mr. Tuberville who 

was also on the sick list, is recovering.    

  Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Robertson, are the happy parents of a baby daughter, born a few days ago. 

   The school bus operating between Centreville and Clifton is now being driven by Mr. Lawrence Buckley in-

stead of Mr. Croson. 

  Miss Ada Ambler , April 22 was married to Mr. Meredith Fullerton and Sunday, April 24 they were Clifton 

visitors.  Mr. and Mrs. Fullerton will stay at the home of the parents of the bride, for a short time, while their home is 

being made ready. 

  The Centreville Junior League has purchased equipment for baseball, basketball and croquet and will fit out 

the school grounds.  The Senior League has purchased two maps for the school and the primary grades ae making bird 

boxes to go in the trees on the school grounds.  

  Mrs. Brock and daughter are at their summer home near Clifton.   

  The April meeting of the School League was well attended and the program enjoyed.  Mrs. Buckley sang; the 

Junior League entertained and refreshments were served.” 

 [Author’s note:  the Mrs.  Buckley noted here was likely the songstress and pianist, Helen Buckley who came to live 

in the home once occupied by the Acacia Masonic Lodge #16’s infamous and handsome Oscar Scott Woody, a U.S. 

postal clerk who lost his life on the Titanic, on his 44th birthday as the clock stroked midnight – the night of that fatal 

April 14, 1912 disaster] 

 

“Sent to Reform School”  

[from the Fairfax Herald – 1920’s; exact date unknown] 

“About ten days ago the automobile of Josh Buckley of Clifton, was stolen in Clifton and when found later a number 

of parts were missing from it.  A boy, Perry Compton Jr., was arrested on a charge of being implicated in the theft.  

As he was under 18 years of age, the case was referred to the Juvenile Court, Judge Ritchie, and the boy was found 

guilty.  He was sentenced to the state reform school until 21 years of age and will be taken there in a day or two.”   

*  *  *  *  *  *   
Sadly, Mr. Compton, Jr.  struggled with sound decision making and “adulting” behaviors. It takes an unusual twist of 
thinking/inebriation to enter into a chicken coop at midnight and steal four (4) of forty-four chickens – worth approxi-
mately $5.00 from the property of another. (see the link above)  The victim was a Kirby Day whose farm in Annan-

dale, Virginia was so burglarized.   
   

** The author has taken the liberty of revealing various pieces of Clifton history in the sharing of these stories.  
The Perry Compton family clearly had a presence in our land – hence the name of Compton Rd. nearby. 
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Clifton Celebrates! 

Volume 61, Issues 2&3 

The Clifton Betterment Association will host a party at the CBA Barn for the Town of Clifton Annual 
Birthday Celebration.  The event will be on Saturday, April 29th, 2023 from 4:00pm to 9:00pm.  Please be 
on the lookout for a signup genius email.  The signup genius will call for volunteers and collect RSVPs so 
that we know how much food to purchase.  We will have music, games, drinks and food.  The CBA will 
provide drinks, grilled burgers (both vegie and beef), hot dogs and birthday cake.  Eligible residents (see 
map) who are not members please join or renew your membership at https://www.cliftonva.org/join. 
 
 
Clifton Town 121th Birthday Celebration 
by the Clifton Betterment Association 
 
When: Saturday, April 29th, 2022 4:00pm - 9:00pm 
Where: CBA Barn, 7139 Main St, Clifton, VA 20124 
 
Background: On March 10, 1902 Clifton Station was established as a town by Charter from the Virginia 
General Assembly.  From Clifton Town FAQs 5.1.2 ‘CBA’s annual “doings”: Annual Birthday              
Celebration’ 
 
Program: 
2:00 pm - Volunteer Setup at CBA Barn 
4:00 pm - Event start with Family Games, Music, and Drinks 
4:30 pm - Food Starts (mostly for hungry children) 
5:00 pm - Welcome From CBA - Michael R. Davis (or rep) 
5:03 pm - Welcome from Clifton Town Mayor Bill Hollaway 
5:15 pm - Games, Music, Food and Drinks continue 
8:00 pm - S’mores (weather permitting) 
9:00 pm - Volunteer Clean up 
Sunday 8:30 am - Volunteer Clean up 

https://www.cliftonva.org/join
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Clifton Competes! 

Volume 61, Issues 2&3 

CBA Ping Pong Tournament Nets Record Turnout 

More than 30 players turned out for the 2023 Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) Ping Pong Tournament held on Saturday, February 11 at the 
Clifton Town Hall.  

The turnout—the largest since the CBA began holding the annual tournament in 2015—included both the young and the young-at-heart. 
Throughout the day, players of all skill levels volleyed and chased little orange and white balls as family members and neighbors cheered them 
on. The free event was open to all CBA members and their guests.   

Mohammad Hoque won the 2023 tournament with Phil Squair finishing in second place. In the consolation tournament, Adam Trost took top 
honors. Bill Ference was the runner up.  

In the adult “For Fun” bracket, Blake Sheppard was this year’s champion and Mike Davis finished in second place. Brooke Lyn Clark won the 
adult “For Fun” consolation bracket. Ashley Bybee placed second. 

In the 13-18 age bracket, Zaynab Chairat finished in first place and Daniel Squair was the runner up. Allen Nguyen won the consolation bracket. 
Luca Bertuccio placed second. 

In the 12-and-under category, Tucker Bybee was the winner and Beau Sheppard finished second.  Matthew Bertuccio won the consolation    
bracket. Sloan Greiner placed second. 

Among this year’s participants were several young members of the Burke Bulldogs travel baseball program. During the matches, everyone    
enjoyed homemade cake pop dippers baked by Ashley Bybee, a new member of the tournament’s planning group.  

The CBA started hosting its ping pong tournament eight years ago as a way to bring Clifton-area residents together for indoor fitness and fun in 
the middle of winter. “The tournament also is an opportunity for neighbors to meet and get to know each other better,” said CBA president 
Michelle Stein. 

In addition to Stein and Bybee, planning task force members for this year’s ping pong tournament were Steve Bittner, Jim Witt, Lynne Saltsman, 
and Lynne Strang.  

The CBA’s next activity is pickleball, which will begin in the spring. If you are interested in playing, please email your name, contact info, best 
times to play, and play level (want to learn, beginner, or intermediate) to Jim Witt at kimowitt@verizon.net.   

 

 

about:blank
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Around Clifton 

 

Come experience the relaxation and healing of a crystal alchemy sound bath with me this Sunday, 3/5 @ 
3:30 pm at Wheelhouse Pilates in Clifton, VA  
The frequencies created by these 1-of-a-kind crystal bowls support the body to heal at a cellular level, re-
duce stress, and ease anxiety. They can help enhance sleep, reduce pain, move blocked energy and bring 
clarity and awareness to areas where you may be feeling "stuck." They are a beautiful method of both 
grounding and ascending to higher states of consciousness.  
All that is required from you is is to lay down and listen. It's that simple! 
When: Sunday, March 5th 3:30-4:45pm and Sunday 3/19 3:30-4:45 
Where: WheelHouse Pilates 
Cost: $40 

https://www.facebook.com/wheelhousepilates?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWXuLS5WYXQ6D5uOyb_FZHuLvI9O74JJGhCyAcUqZL3zNdR8Jlm36dicRs6W4l-DjAtP2xfulN3pi8ADIEWtYOL3BdTP7wxYSgvDGOZu0le-MnlGnBRBWn_m1zZ0W3vPF_Z9EDzwSwrg4ed_95CurC8okaaGBHrOEmhmT5XzlMc-DvNELpAVOaU4cca-iBjyEI&__tn_
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Place your ad here  

Contact Ann O’Dea 

Cliftonclatter@gmail.com 
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Eighteen years ago, a few Clifton women hosted an afternoon tea at the Clifton Community Hall and invited 
Clifton and Fairfax Station Democratic women they knew. Engraved invitations were sent out, and more 
than 100 women showed up at the Clifton Hall for tea…and the rest is history!  A few years later we became 
the Democratic Women of Clifton and Northern Virginia, and our membership grew to well over 800. In 
February of this year, we celebrated our 18th Anniversary with another tea, via Zoom. Our special guest 
speaker was former Congresswoman from Virginia’s 2nd Congressional District, the Honorable Elaine Luria. 
Many current and former members of our Steering Committee and others joined in as we toasted the organi-
zation and remembered the many activities, meetings, and social events we have hosted and enjoyed togeth-
er.  
 
Over the years, this phenomenal group has remained committed to its mission and is “dedicated to providing 
a friendly forum in which Democratic women educate themselves, discuss important issues of the day, and 
work together to help elect Democrats to local, state, and national offices.  We strive to build political aware-
ness among members of our community, influence public policy, promote participation in political process-
es, and encourage connections between regional leaders and the local community.”  
 
During the recent holidays, members donated many toys, gift cards, and checks to Britepaths and the Fairfax 
County Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue Toy and Coat Drives. This winter, we worked on important 
special elections, some via long-distance.  In early January, we heard from local state Senators and Delegates 
about their legislation and that of other members of the General Assembly of which we should be aware.  If 
you want to work for our Democratic candidates in the future, please contact us.  
 
Joining the DWCNV is easy. All Democratic women from Northern Virginia are welcome, and Democratic 
men and women living outside of Northern Virginia may also join us as subscribers in order to receive our 
mailings. Member benefits include informative newsletters, campaign and election information, political ac-
tion alerts, and participation in events like Clifton Day, the Adopt-a-Highway program, and special events. 
Through these activities and others, we offer members many opportunities to learn about important issues, 
meet other Democrats, and enjoy a variety of social interactions 
For more information about our organization and activities, visit our website  http://
www.democraticwomenofclifton.org/ and our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/DWCNV.  Also 
feel free to email any questions to cliftonwomendems@aol.com.   We hope to hear from you. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Place your ad here  

Contact Ann O’Dea 

Cliftonclatter@gmail.com 



 

 

Resource Recovery Tip  

You probably know that most big retailers will take back plastic bags. But did you know that they also take dry cleaning 
bags, bread bags, Ziplock type bags, bubble wrap, ice bags, and more? The recovered plastic film is reprocessed into 
new bags, pallets, containers, crates, pipe, and composite lumber for making decks, benches, and playground sets.  

Some items that are not included are compostable bags, pre-washed salad mix bags, frozen food bags, candy bar 
wrappers, chip bags, and cut flower sleeves.  

Some tips on how to tell if an item is plastic film.  

                Is there a #2 or #4 in a chasing arrows recycling symbol on the item?  

                Does the item hold its shape when it is crumpled?  

                Does it stretch instead of tearing like paper?  

If you answer yes to one or more of these questions, then the resource can be recovered.  

Resource recovery is more than recycling. It is finding the highest and best use for items including reuse, repurpose, 
rehome, and recycle.  

If you have any questions, please contact Ed at ed@recoveringresources.com  

Clifton Cares! 

mailto:ed@recoveringresources.com
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Around Clifton 

Volume 61, Issue 2&3 

 

The Historic Town of Clifton’s Little Free Library, located 
in front of the Community Center right off of Main Street, 
is a Covid-19 friendly way of encouraging literacy among 
all ages. After building the library in 2017, local Girl 
Scout Troop 2009 has maintained the flow and circulation 
of books to include everything from children’s Gold 
Books, to dictionaries, murder mystery novels and 'how to' 
books. The Little Free Library is open to all ages: take a 
book or two, return them later, or replace the ones you 
took with a few books of your choice to keep the            
circulation alive and of interest to all! 
 
Adelaide Machado Ulm 
Class of 2021 
 

Ideas for articles, etc. for the Clatter?  Please contact     

cliftonclatter@gmail.com 



 

 

Membership Corner 

The CBA board is in the process of updating membership lists and creating a usable database 

to track membership.  I’m happy to say that we now have a completely updated, fully      

functional database! 

The majority of memberships in the CBA have lapsed, so I have now begun the process of 

reaching out to past members via email. I’m getting quite a few email bounce backs, so I may 

be following up by phone as well. 

There will be a new online registration and renewal site launching soon or you can send the 

form from the Clatter with payment.   

If you are wondering if your membership has lapsed, or if you have questions about        

membership, please don’t hesitate to email me at CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com. I’m 

happy to answer any questions you have. 

For current members, who are expiring, you will be receiving an email from me one month 

before your renewal is due. 

We are also trying to reach out to potential members, so please mention the CBA to your new 

neighbors! 

Jennifer M. Lowe Davis                                                                                                        

Membership Chair                                                                            

CBA.VA.Membership@gmail.com (703) 307-3747 
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A friendly reminder to please clean up after your furry friend. 
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Attention All Post Office Box Holders in Clifton  

When telling people your mailing address, please list the street info under your name 

with the post office box below the street.  It is also fine to just use the P.O. Box       

number.  Thanks! 

Green Space in Clifton 

All events taking place on any green space in Clifton need to be registered on the Town 
calendar (which is kept by Donna Netschert) to avoid event collision regardless of 
whether or not it is a private, Town or CBA sponsored event.  Green space  includes 
Playground Park, Ayre Square and the 8 Acre Park.  Groups larger than 10 need to make 
a reservation and may be subject to rental fees. 

To rent or reserve any green space, please call Donna Netschert at 703-830-2727 or 
email villagetimesaver@aol.com. 
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Have a new  

neighbor?  
 

Be sure and share 

your copy of the  

Cli fton Clatter   

with them so they 

can learn about   

joining the CBA. 

Questions, concerns, or news to share? Contact the Clifton Clatter at  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com. The Clifton Clatter is published four times per year and is the official 

newsletter of the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA). Its contents are for information only. 

Articles express the opinion of the authors, not the CBA. The CBA Officers, the Clatter         

Publisher, and the contributors assume no responsibility for errors, omissions, or consequences 

resulting from information provided in this edition. The CBA does not officially endorse any of 

the products or services advertised herein.  

Clifton Clatter Volunteer Production Team  

Volunteer Editors: Ann O’Dea 

Email: cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

Clifton Betterment Association Officers 
 President - Michelle Stein 

1st Vice President - Jan Schneiderman 

2nd Vice President  - Steve Bittner 

Secretary - Chris Spina 

Treasurer - Mike Davis 

Information about the Clifton Clatter  

and the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) 

T h e  C l i f t o n  c o m m u n i t y  a f f i r m s  a  d e s i r e  t o  i n t e r a c t  

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  r e s p e c t  a n d  

i n t e g r i t y .  

Something you would 

like to see in the Clatter? 

Please email us at  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

We will do our best to 

include it in a future  

edition. 

We are a community that: 

-is committed to the dignity and value of one another. 

-assumes the best in each other. 

-communicates clearly and directly. 

-provides open forums to address difficult issues in an orderly, respectful manner. 

-behaves towards one another, both individually and collectively, with honesty, decency and         

responsibility. 

-holds the preservation of our unique historic character in the highest regard. 

-participates in community activities, organizations and events in the best interest of all. 



 

 



 

 

Clifton Clatter Advertising 

Please support the Clifton Betterment Association (CBA) by advertising your  

business in the Clifton Clatter. Your ad will be seen by about 500 readers. 

 

 

 

Display Ad Sizes and Rates: (10% discount with annual advertising!) 

          Ad Size      Per Issue Price 

  1/8 Page  $20      

  1/4 Page  $40  

  1/2 Page(Landscape Only)$80  

 Full Page  $160  

 

Circle issue months:    Mar – Jun – Sep-- Dec 

How Often Does Your Ad Change? Never   Occasionally Each Issue 

 

New ad copy: 25th of the month prior to issue 

Check: $ _________  / #_______ 

Please make check payable to CBA. 

Send check and this form to: 

Clifton Clatter Advertising 
c/o 
Mike Davis 
13155 Compton Rd. 
Clifton, VA 20124 
 
Send ad (jpeg format) and instructions to:  

cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

Business Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Our Community, Our Clifton  

C l i f t o n  B e tt e r m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P.O. Box 94 

Clifton, VA 20124 
www.cliftonVA.org 

Placing an Ad in the Clifton Clatter is Easy! 
Display Ad Sizes and Rates:   

 

 

 

 

Check: $ ____________  / #_______ Please make check payable to CBA. 

Send check and this form to: 
Clifton Clatter Advertising,, c/o Ann O’Dea, 6918 Clifton Rd., Clifton, VA 20124 
Send ad (in a jpeg file) and instructions to cliftonclatter@gmail.com 
 

Business Name:  _______________________________________  Contact Person: ___________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________  Phone:  __________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Special Instructions:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Please contact cliftonclatter@gmail.com 

Ad Size        Per Issue Price 

1/8 Page   $20      

1/4 Page   $40  

1/2 Page (Landscape Only) $80  

   Full Page  $160 

Circle issue months:    Sep-- Dec         

Ad Copy Changes:    Fixed   Occasional Variable 

New ad copy by: 20th of the month prior to issue 


